
Wednesday Evenings 
 June 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30 th 
Submarine Sandwiches @ 5:30 p.m. 
VBS / Adult Ed begins @ 6:15 p.m. 

Join us on the Journey! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

A Newsletter of First Lutheran Church 

Volume 31, Number 3     June/July 2010 

 



At the start of the year a new council was chosen to 

execute the Ministry Plan as adopted by the 

congregation.  This superb group of dedicated folks has 

set out to clarify, expand and delineate the elements of 

the Ministry Plan.  The staff and council spent a number 

of hours on a recent Saturday morning developing 

strategic initiatives, reviewing strengths, weakness, 

opportunities, threats and trends.  This process has 

brought needed clarity and direction to our planning.  I 

am excited about what the future will bring to First 

Lutheran.  We are fortunate to have many of the needed 

elements in place that will bring continued renewal as 

we live up to our mission statement:  Reaching Out in 

the Name of Jesus Christ.    
As we move into this exciting time in the life of our 

congregation, I want to share with you a question that 

was asked of me a very long time ago by a pastor friend 

from Fargo, Rev. Gary Johnson.  We were in a 

conversation about an upcoming sermon that I was 

preparing to preach (while I was in college) at First 

Lutheran in Fargo.  Howard Cole, who was one of the 

most dynamic preachers Iôve ever known, was stepping 

aside on the Sunday following Christmas and allowing 

me to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the 

folks there.  Actually, I think he just wanted the Sunday 

off.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

B-Side &  
First Lu theran  

Block Party  
 

Friday, June 18 th    4-9pm  
 

North Riverfront Park  
815 Forrest Street  

 

Join First Lutheran and B -Side  
as they team up to bring fun,  

food and fellowship to the  

North Riverfront area.  

 

Ψ[ƻŀŘ-a-¢ǊǳŎƪ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩ 
Our Load-a-Truck for  

Feed My People Food Bank  

was a huge success.  

We collected 248 pounds of  

canned goods, $385 made out  

directly to Feed My People,  

and $2732.50 made out to  

First Lutheran for Feed My People. That is a grand 

total of $3117.50 from our congregation alone! All 

together that is 31,423 pounds of food for the 

hungry. Thank you for your support of this vital 

mission, and to Jim and Connie Martinson for the 

use of their truck.  The truck is a visual reminder of 

our mission to feed the hungry. We also received 

several gifts of canned goods from our neighbors 

near the church. 

  

 

Gary asked me, ñWhat is the most important thing 

that comes out of a mine?ò  I thought about the different 

minerals that are mined, but none of them really stood 

out as ñmost importantò for me.  He then looked at me 

and said, ñThe people.ò 

It was self-evident once he said it.  In the church, 

people are the most important.  This is especially true 

when it comes to the people who are called to live out 

their vocation serving as leaders in ministry.  We are 

blessed with a truly dedicated staff who labor for the 

sake of the Gospel.  It is imperative that we treat them 

fairly, compensate them justly, and uphold them in 

prayer and deed.  We have made investments in the 

future of this congregation that will pay huge dividends 

in the coming years.  We are intentionally reaching 

across generational lines, equipping people to enter into 

mentoring relationships, building one another up as the 

body of Christ, and sending these folks forth as 

ambassadors of Jesus Christ. 

I encourage you in the coming year to become more 

intentional in being those ñBlessing Agents,ò to all the 

dedicated folks who work at First Lutheran.  I also 

encourage you to ask the most wonderful of all 

questions: ñHow can I help?ò 
 

Pastor Scott 

 

Some Thoughts by Pastor Scott         

 



(ÅÒÅ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎȣ 
 
We rejoice iÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÏÆȣ  Matthew Snow, 
Jonah Midthun, Orion Johnson, Isaac Miller 
 

 

We express sympathy to family and friends upon 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆȣ  Randy Monson, Bee Peterson, 
Willard Brill, Diane Roberts 

 

Peace be with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Lutheran Church 
1005 Oxford Avenue 
Eau Claire, WI 54703-5394 
www.First-Lutheran.org 
715-832-8321 
715-832-0999 Fax 
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 
{Ŏƻǘǘ aƛƭƭŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦPastor 

smiller@first-lutheran.org 
 

[ƻǿŜƭƭ IŀƭǾƻǊǎƻƴΧΧ±ƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ 
lhalvorson@first-lutheran.org 

 

DŜǊƛ [ƻƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧParish Nurse 
glong@first-lutheran.org 

Mark Miller...............................Office Manager 
mmiller@first-lutheran.org 

Wƻŀƴ bŜƭǎƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 
jnelson@first-lutheran.org 

 

±ŀƭ [ƻƎŀƴΧΧΦLƴǘŜǊƛƳ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
        vlogan@first-lutheran.org 
 
First Word  is published six times per year. Deadline for articles is the 
15

th
 of every other month. Electronic format is required. Please send e-

mail articles and First Word  announcements to mmiller@first-
lutheran.org 
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Newsletter Subscriptions 
 

To subscribe to First Word, please contact the church 
office and choose online or paper for your delivery 
method.  You may change your preferences at any time.  
!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ C[/Ωǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Called to Serve 
Beginning this fall, all First Lutheran families will have 
an opportunity to help during our worship services.  
The congregation will be equally divided into Called-
to-Serve groups which will serve for just one month 
out of the year, assisting with ushering, communion, 
greeting, and a few new offerings as well. Watch for 
more information on this and begin to consider the 
ǿŀȅόǎύ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜǊǾŜΦέ 

 

http://www.first-lutheran.org/
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org
mailto:jnelson@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

From the Parish Nurse. . .  
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BeFriender Ministry:  

A Listening Presence 
 

BeFriender Ministry is a national and ecumenical 
program that has been in existence for nearly thirty 
years.  This coming fall, Pastor Halvorson and I will be 
bringing this ministry to First Lutheran Church by 
providing training for members of our faith community.     
BeFrienders are lay volunteers who provide emotional 
and spiritual care to people in challenging and 
transitional situations such as illness, loneliness, or loss 
of a loved one.  They embody the caring presence of 
God and of the faith community. 
What Benefits Will Our Congregation Experience 
Through BeFriender Ministry? 
Our members who are called to serve in this ministry 
will: 

 Grow spiritually in depth and breadth. 

 Discover an opportunity to live out their baptismal 
call to ministry and share their gifts with their faith 
community. 

 Experience a heightened sense of community 
through service to others. 

 Learn life skills that are transferable to other friend 
and family relationships. 

Our members who are experiencing challenges along 
ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛƭƭΥ 

 Be offered the opportunity to receive care beyond 
what our pastors and parish nurse can provide.   

 Receive this extended care from a caring companion 
(BeFriender) who will listen and empathize. 

 Experience the care of their faith community 
through this befriended experience. 

Please keep our BeFriender Ministry in your prayers as 
our congregation begins this new initiative.  This coming 
fall, members of our congregation will be given the 
opportunity to participate in BeFriender training.  
Prayerfully discern as to whether this may be a way for 
you to grow and develop spiritually as you serve your 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

If you would like more information about BeFriender 
Ministry or know of someone who may benefit from the 
care of BeFriender, please contact Pastor Halvorson 
(832-8321; lhalvorson@first-lutheran.org) or Geri Long, 
Parish Nurse (glong@first-lutheran.org; 832-8321). 
 

S

Health Care Events 
 

Tracking Your Blood Pressure. . . 
During the summer months, you may have your 
blood pressure checked by our parish nurse, Geri 
Long, RN during her office hours on Sunday 
mornings (9:30 ς 11:15 a.m.) or by appointment 
during the week.   Thank you to the registered 
nurses who regularly volunteer and make our 
monthly clinics possible during the school year!  
 

Foot and Nail Care Clinic 
The next Foot and Nail Care Clinic will be on 
Friday, June 18 in the Assembly.  This free clinic is 
open to anyone, but is ideal for older adults and 
people with diabetes.  The services are provided 
by registered nurses who are participating in a 
foot and nail care continuing education course 
through UW-Eau Claire   Appointments need to 
be made by calling UW-Eau Claire Continuing 
Education at 836-3636 beginning on Monday, 
June 7. 
 
 

 Friday Facts. . .Best Care Chats 
Provides education, resources, and connections 
for older adults and family caregivers.  Sponsored 
by the Aging and Disability Resource Center of Eau 
Claire County and Dove Healthcare ς South, these 
sessions are offered every other Friday through 
October at Dove Healthcare South, 3656 Mall 
Drive from 10 ς 11:30 a.m. 
Upcoming sessions include: 

 June 4 - ά!ǎǎƛǎǘƛǾŜ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΥ ²Ƙŀǘ Lǎ Lǘ ϧ 

      ²Ƙȅ ²ƻǳƭŘ L bŜŜŘ LǘΚέ 
Laura Plummer, Rehab Technologist/Sensory 
Specialist 

 June 18 ς ά5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ LǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǎ ¸ƻǳ !ƎŜέ 
Dr. Rick McClaflin & Lt. Rod Stearns 

 July 16 ς άDƻƻŘ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ŀǎǘŜ .ŀŘΗέ 
Ruth Kilness, Registered Dietician 

 July 30 ς άнмst /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ CƛǘƴŜǎǎέ 
Luke Wren, Highland Fitness & Mary Pica-
Anderson, L.E. Phillips Senior Center 

 
 

 

mailto:lhalvorson@first-lutheran.org
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org


Lay School of Ministry 
 

Consider taking part in the wonderful experience of 
attending the Lay School of Ministry. This course 
contains Bible, worship, theology, and spiritual 
formation classes. We meet nine months of the year; 
the second Friday evening and Saturday morning of 
every month. The classes are wonderful; taught by 
great teachers. You will greatly benefit from this 
experience. Our Foundation pays for your 
tuition. Brochures are available on the table outside 
the office or you can check out the website at 
www.layschoolofministry.org. Talk to Ginny Severson, 
Diane Campbell, or Jan Andresen for more 
information.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Aid Class  
Offered in July 

 
God blesses us with beautiful Wisconsin summers for 
traveling, biking, hiking, camping, swimming, boating, 
and gardening. And, unfortunately with the warmer 
weather come the stinging insects and heat-related 
illnesses. Would you know what to do if a friend, family 
member, or neighbor collapsed, was injured, or 
became ill while enjoying these summer activities? 
 

To be prepared and know what to do, enroll in the 
American Heart Association First Aid class (includes 
adult CPR) in Julyτwatch for the specific date, yet to 
be announced. Cost: $15 (includes a First Aid book that 
is yours to keep for future reference). 
 

The class will be held in the Lounge at First Lutheran 
and taught by Kristin and Mark Humphrey. Kristin and 
Mark are members of First Lutheran and share their 
many years of emergency care experience with their 
students as they teach these potentially life-saving 
skills. 
 

Certification from the American Heart Association will 
be awarded upon completion of each class. 
 

Financial support for this class is provided by First 
Lutheran Parish Nurse Ministry Fund. 

 

Wǳǎǘ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
 Everything changes. hƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άWǳǎǘ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧέ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴt and 
Ƙŀǎ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΧŀƴŘ 
we still need you to help make it viable. For 
several reasons, one being the coming summer 
months of hot, humid days (hopefully!), we are 
discontinuing the use of homemade soups and 
will be substituting dry soup mixes to include in 
each basket rather than the quart jar of soup 
made here in the church kitchen. Kayla Peak has 
been graciously providing us with the soups we 
ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ άWǳǎǘ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧέ 
baskets, and she has made some wonderful 
soups, but concern over the safety of soups 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ 
number of minutes/hours has caused us to 
discontinue utilizing her skill and generosity. So, 
thanks a ton, Kayla, for all that you have done to 
help us. You made some delicious soups. 
 Now we need more help/donations than 
ever before. If you are willing to provide dry soup 
mixes for us to use, please leave them in the 
downstairs kitchen, carefulƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ άWǳǎǘ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧέ  Bear Creek Soups is one brand of dry 
soup which is very good and there are others of 
which you may be aware.   We can still use fresh 
fruit, juice boxes, fruit cups, individually wrapped 
ŎŀƴŘƛŜǎΣ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎΣ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊǎΧΦŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ 
drivers to help deliver the finished baskets each 
Monday afternoon after 4:00 P.M. 
 We have a scrapbook containing the 
ƴƻǘŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ άWǳǎǘ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧέ.ŀǎƪŜǘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ 
make us realize how much this ministry has 
ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ Sometimes it makes the 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ Ƨǳǎt to know that someone 
άƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎΦ Since 
December of 2009 we have prepared and sent 
out 130 baskets. It matters.  Please help this 
ministry continue by supporting it with your 
donations. This is not just for congregation 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΧƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
caring.   
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First Word  
 

The Dale Rasmussen Churchmanship Award was 

established in 1973 by the family and friends of Pastor 

Dale Rasmussen whose life was taken in a car accident 

in 1972.  Dale Rasmussen was very active in youth 

ministry at First Lutheran and this award was created to 

recognize seniors who have committed themselves to 

faithful discipleship while in middle school and high 

school. 

Congratulations to Megan Carlson, the recipient of 

the 2010 Dale Rasmussen Churchmanship Award.   
 

 

The 2010 Senior High mission trip will 

be in Minneapolis, MN.  We will be gone from Sunday, 

August 1 until Friday, August 6.  Our group will 

minister to children and elderly residents of 

Minneapolis, and partner with local homeless shelters 

and other social service programs to love and serve in 

Jesusô name.   
 

The students that will be participating in the mission trip 

this year are, Berit Breed, Megan Carlson, Erin Carr, 

Faith Diesterhaft, Morgan Helstrom, Alexis Humphrey, 

Eric Huse, Cole Kulig, Emilee Larson, Kyle Miller, 

Kacee Mueller, Katie Running, Celeste Scola, Zach 

Scola, Heidi Smith, Luke Sotka, Colin Thalacker, Jake 

Thalacker, Josh Thalacker, and Paul Thalacker. 
 

Please pray for our team as we take our mission 

statement, ñreaching out in the name of Jesus Christò, 

and apply it to those in need in Minneapolis.  Pray for 

the lives that will be touched by our team, and for safe 

travel.  If you have any questions, please contact Jan 

Andresen. 
 

 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game 
On July 17 we will hold a ñbaseball dayò for the 

whole congregation, young and old alike.  This 

is a great opportunity for grandparents, moms, 

dads and families to enjoy some together time.   

The event is an Eau Claire Express game at 

Carson Park, starting at 6:30.  Before the game, 

we will have a picnic beginning at 4:30.   If you 

would like to join us for the picnic, please bring 

a side dish to pass.   Meat and drinks will be 

supplied.  Tickets are $4.00 if we can get a 

group of 25+ or $5.00 if not.  There will be a 

sign up sheet outside the office.  If there are any 

questions, contact Audra Forrest @858-1146, 

Kayla Peak @514-2171 or Heather Leisz 

@838-0821.  Money can be turned into the 

church office.  The deadline for signing up and 

paying will be Thursday, July 2.  

 
 

 

 

A Note from Jan Andresen 
 

As we move forward in mission, I look forward 

to serving in leadership as Coordinator of 

Intergenerational Ministries.  May each one of 

us seek to nurture our gifts that God has given us 

and share those gifts within the congregation, 

the community, and the world in the name of 

Jesus Christ.  If you have any questions about 

this ministry, please contact me. 
 

 

 

You Can Help! 
 

If you know of any college students that will be 

attending UWEC, CVTC, or Globe University 

this fall, please contact me with the name of the 

student so that we can engage them in the life of 

our church during their time away from home.  

Thank you, Jan Andresen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

We had a great year at First Lutheran 

Preschool!  Our last day of class  was Thursday, 

May 27. We ended the year with a potluck picnic 

at Owen Park.   
 

We have a few spots left in our classes for the 

2010-2011 school year. Bev Leonard will be 

teaching the 2 ½ year old class on Mon days and 

Wednesdays from 9 -11. Barb Brandner will be 

teaching the 3 year old classes, which will meet 

on Mondays/Wednesdays o r 

Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9 -11:30. We are also 

offering 4 & 5 year old classes on M -TH.    
 

If you would like more information or would like 

to meet the teachers please call the church at 

832 -8321.  
  

Sincerely,  

Barb Brandner  

Preschool Teacher & Director  
 
 

 

 

Independence Day Worship 
at Eau Claireôs Owen Park Bandshell 
 

Sunday, July 4
th
, 2010 

Please join us as we gather with other downtown 

Eau Claire churches for a morning of fellowship 

and ecumenical worship. 
 

Check your weekly announcement pages  

for upcoming details. 
 

www.First-Lutheran.org 

Prayer Shawls Ministry 
  
The Prayer Shawl knitting groups will not be meeting in 
the summer months.  Keep knitting those shawls, 
though, and put finished ones in basket in the office.  
We have yarn, needles and directions.   
Check in the office if you need supplies.   
If you know of someone who would  
benefit from a prayer shawl;  
contact, Ginny Severson or  
Bonnie Thalacker. 
 

 

HAVE BELLS, WILL TRAVEL! 
Yes, ringers will be traveling with their bells for 

their biennial handbell conference which provides 
continuing education for all levels of experience in 
handbell ringing. This year the conference is in 
Rochester, MN, June 24-27. Some members of First Ring 
will join ringers from Minnesota, Wisconsin, North and 
South Dakota, and Manitoba to participate in classes, 
mini-concerts, and many hours of rehearsals to prepare 
for a concert on Sunday, June 27, at 1:30 p.m. which is 
free and open to the public.   

To help with finances for this event, FIRST RINGers 
who are going to the conference and Bells of Grace are 
presenting a concert on Sunday, June 6, at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Grace Parlors. Come, have a cup of coffee and some 
goodies, and listen to the             music they have 
prepared for the conference. Our ringers have been 
faithful in service all year long, and now will take their 
own time to improve their skills. Please show your 
support for their diligence. If you are unable to attend, 
donations may be given in the office, designated to 
FIRST RING. Handbell ringers thank you for your 
support.   

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

FACE TO FACE:  

Malawi Women Visit 

the NW Synod 
 

Despite volcano emissions, visa complications and 
soaring airfare costs, a 15-member delegation from 
Malawi arrived on Thursday, April 22, 2010 to begin 
their tour of the NW Synod of Wisconsin. More 
importantly, we were able to begin and/or renew the 
vital concept of relationship building. Many people 
from all over our synod stepped up to assist in a 
variety of ways, so that the 12 women could share 
their stories and hear ours. In addition to the 12 
women, Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe, Pastor Spencer 
Mn'gongonda, and Mphatso Thole came to facilitate 
long term initiatives of the ELCM (Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Malawi) and ELCA. We were blessed to meet 
Catherine Msuku from the Salima Parish and Elizabeth 
Salimu from the Zomba Parish. When they attended 
worship on April 25th, they brought greetings from 
their home parish and a framed gift. Many members 
were able to meet them that day after worship and 
also at the lovely meal of welcome at noon. Several 
members were able to host our guests. Thanks go to 
Judy Partlow, Diane Cambell, Jean Sivertson, Ginny 
Severson, Robbie Joern, and Pastor Miller's family. Rick 
Long was most gracious with his time and talent 
creating a photo collage they took back to Salima. First 
Lutheran Foundation generously offered assistance in 
last-minute airfare costs. We are grateful to all of you 
for extending a welcoming hand. This visit was very 
successful on all counts and went a long way to 
furthering growth in our relationship to the ELCM and 
Salima Parish and our new friends. Thank you all! 
 

 

Congregational 
Activities 

Sponsored by the 
Keenagers 

   
On June 23rd we will travel to Stillwater for a 2 
hour cruise on the St Croix River. The cost of $35 
includes the bus, luncheon buffet, and cruise. The 
cost is nonrefundable unless the trip is cancelled. 
There are 47 seats available. Invite friends and 
family to join us. All are welcome. We will leave 
the Meadows at 8:30 and the church at 9:00. 
Deadline to sign up is June 13th. 
  
On July 14th we will drive through beautiful 
Trempealeau County. Highlights include stops at 
Arcadia's Soldier's Walk, watching a 
couple demonstrate sheep herding using their 
border collies, trained llamas including one that 
opens mail box and takes out the mail, and an 
opportunity to go inside an Amish home and 
store. The cost of $39 includes bus, guides, 
entrance fees, as well as a delicious noon meal at 
a church and end of trip snack. The cost is 
nonrefundable unless the trip is cancelled. 46 
seats are available.  Everyone is welcome. You can 
invite friends starting mid June. We will leave the 
church at 8:00 and the Meadows at 8:30. 
Deadline to sign up is July 4th. 
  
On August 5th a picnic lunch will be served in the 
church assembly at noon. Entertainment will be 
provided by pianist Kathy Johns. Her music 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

June 
1-Aidan Amaya, Marissa Bridges, Damian Gonzalez,  

    Elizabeth Lenhard, Kathy Nelson 

2-Jean A. Anderson, Sara Karker, Veron Mathison,  

   Brianna Thalacker 

3-Donn Amundson, Doris Fehr, Norman Johnson, Sara Moore,  

   Thomas Peterson 

4-June Balow, Beverly Carlsen, Jane Hoeppner,  

    Nathan Johnson, Thorvald Lokken, Rose Tomter,  

    Matthew Wing 

5-Alyssa Drake, Sally Staehling 

6-Dylan Curtis, Connor McRaven, Gavin Richel, Tom Tompkins 

7-Kevin Humphrey, Ethel Keefer, Al Kiekhoefer, Hunter Strong 

 8-Tammy Buntz, Marvin Franson, Heather Leisz,  

           Barbara Onarheim, Elsie Stevens, Jeff Urlaub 

9-Carolyn Bergh, Bruce Bruchman, Jason Engedal,  

    Emily Hanson, Ryan Hanson, Deborah Kortness,  

    Alicia LaFollett, Steven Repinski, Brynn Richard 

 10-Jason Balk, Muriel Boyken, Margaret Jentlie, Bryan Root,  

            Yulissa Zagada 

11-Jill Backhaus, Donna Dickson, Amanda Finstead,  

     Kristin Humphrey, Scott Wathke 

 13-John Christenson, Debra Flaten, Bailey LaBerge,  

            Barbara LeCleir 

14- Jody Hayes, Robbie Joern, Jim Schwartz, Dean Tosseth 

 15-Leota Dawald, Ryan Hebert, Joanne Huse, Dona Vehrs,  

             Leone Vorpahl, Phoebe Zeegers 

16-Rebecca Bunkelman, Roy Christopherson, Rick Faanes,  

      Ralph Guettinger, Daryl Wojcik 

17-Jody Hagman, Dennis Shoemaker, Brianne Winkelmann 

18-Arlene Bogstad, Julia Loken, Jeffrey Moore, Judith Partlow 

 19-Alissa Burt, Haley Engen, Kaija Kapanke 

 20-Leah Forrest, Kendra Mangus, Sarah Seanor,  

             Lawrence Smith, Richard Wampole 

 21-Kayla Miller 

 22-Janet Andrews, Kelley Balts, Kevin Gardow,  

             Michael Lahner, Nicole Solfest, Lynn Thompson 

 23-Charles Anderson, Don Hodgins, Joan Johnson, Rex Krull, 

             Alyssa Rust, Stephanie Steinbron 

 24-Jamison Baker, Tyarra Daniel, Blake Franzwa, Amy Kent,  

             Greta Schreiner, Katiera Walz 

 25- Amanda Balts, Joanne Flaten, Viola Johnson,  

             Zachary Laber, Abigail Sikora, Amy Ward 

 27-Zachary Dutter, Russell Kaul, Mary Lunde, Paula Solfest 

28-Greg Backhaus, Desiree Ducommon, Diane LaPoint,  

      Brodee McFadden, Lillian Schaefer, Hannah Van Amber 

29-Heather Baker, Zachery H. Berg, Dylan Chiles,  

      Cole Gartzke, June Walker 

30-Margaret Christianson, Elizabeth Comeau, Kayla Dascher,  

     Ella Lowe 

 

 

 

July 
1-Grant Byrd, Jerald McNallie, Debra Warner, Susan West,  

    Deborah Wing 

2- Bonnie Haug, Noah Hebert, Mary Hoffe, Kyle McNallie,  

    Lois Onarheim 

3-Ann Anderson, Abby Hager, Chris Huse, Becky Sather,  

    Finley Sullivan 

4-Mathilde Anderson, Kory Downing, Ardes Hugdahl, 

   Julie Kistner, Chad Nelson 

5-Thomas Guelzow, Jennifer Panzigrau, Susanne Van Amber, 

    Jada Wegner-Ketchens 

6-Megan Buntjer, Erica Cizek, Ivan Johnson, Ted Peterson 

7-Mary Brenden, Leonard Christianson, Ruth Huse,  

    Kaleb Jackson, Jason Market, Karen Nielsen,  

    Alison Underwood 

8-Jack Brimer, Mariah Frandsen, Oscar Johnson 

9-Ronald Frye, Leone Helstrom, Dentini Nelson, Bryna Truslow 

10-Diane Christenson, Steven Hansen, Glenn Johnson,  

      McKaylee Johnson, Geri Long, David Olson,  

      Tristan Owen, Linda Smith, Michele Wiberg 

11-Brianna Mesang, Chris Thalacker, Kristi Tosseth 

12-Luke Benson, Courtney Fering, Craig Oliver, Drew Olson, 

     Christopher Rivero, Joshua Walz 

13-Douglas Becker, Viola Franson, Austin Lee, Jane Lendle, 

      Maddisyn Manix, Mike Paulson, Ronald Stevens,  

      Katherine Jacobson (daughter of our medical missionaries in  

     Tanzania = address: Box 937, Arusha, Tanzania, East Africa) 

14-Kathryn Estridge, Kathleen Giere, Kelly Gustafson,  

      Pamela Halgrimson, Loren Holte, Jacob Shoemaker 

15-Emilee Larson 

16-Nancy Christenson, David Flaten, Justin Sabin,  

     Michael Snow, James Sobotta, Elizabeth Wilson 

17- Sarah Cronin, Donald Etnier, Sindi Graves, Madelyn Huse, 

      Talon Kendzior, Donald Losby, Matthew Lunde,  

      Ann Wathke 

18-Emelie Barby, Phyllis Carney, Pamela Eberhardt,  

      Rhocelle France, Jennifer Schultz, Allen Wiberg 

19-Elizabeth Kent, Brian Lund, Jessica Walz 

20-Jeff Baumgarten, Helen Farrell, Guy Larson, Derek Lund,  

     Charles Olson, Kelly Schwartz 

21-Erica Byrd, Sarah Card, Joan Smith, Rosemary Sorensen 

22-Maija Balts, Nancy Ellis, Deborah Heath, William Sweeney 

23-Sandra Lindquist, Tayler Sather, Ethan Trowbridge,  

     Doug Warner 

24-Kathy Field, Leslie Gustafson, Katelyn Seelow, Noah Smith 

25-Lorrie Franson, Julia Johnson, Cynthia Swing 

26-Jeanine Grabowski, Mark Haugsby,  Dale Koger,  

     Emma Vinopal 

27-Mary Lou Anderson, Brock Christenson 

28-Victoria Bennett, Lisa Cormican, Donna Gilbertson,  

      Linda Heise, Blake Rosenthal, Cooper Thalacker,  

      Dianna Zeegers 

29-Kimberly Guelzow, Micheal Huff, Elizabeth McRaven,  

      Jeanine Michels, Ryan OôConnell 

30-Griffin De Medicci, Sheri Huffmier, Rebecca Miller,  

      Josie Monson 

31-Noah Baumgarten, Luycenne Erickson, Jan Hansen,  

      Sarah Miller, Christine Priest 

 

 




