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CONNECTIONS Ministry 

continues Wednesdays this fall. Join us for 
fellowship, education for all ages, and youth 
choirs beginning Wednesday, September 
22nd at a new time: 
 
4:45 ς рΥпл ǇΦƳΦ  Ψ{ƻƭƛŘ wƻŎƪΩ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 
5:00 ς 6:00 p.m.  Meal 
6:15 ς тΥмл ǇΦƳΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ 
Confirmation and Adult Education 
7:15 ς уΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  Ψbƻǘ !ǎƘŀƳŜŘΩ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 
 
Watch bulletin announcements for details 
on adult education opportunities.  

 

Blessing of the 
Backpacks and 
School Supplies  

 
Sunday, September 12  

10:00 Worship  

All children and youth are 
invited to bring their school bags 

along with additional school 
supplies for Sherman School to 

a Blessing during Worship.  

 

 

 

with Peder Eide 

Wednesday, 

September 15th 

@ 6:15 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

óCommitment Phobiaô, a term coined in a 1987 

book entitled Men Who Canôt Love, later redone under a 

different title, Heôs Scared, Sheôs Scared, resulted in a 

book written by Joshua Harris called Stop Dating the 

Church!: Fall in Love with the Family of God. In 

Ephesians, Paul tells us about the breadth of Christôs 

love for His church. We are called in the waters of 

baptism into this community where we grow. We cannot 

be indifferent or uninvolved. If we are ñperishing due to 

a lack of visionò as stated in Hosea, it is only because we 

suffer from Commitment Phobia to Christ and his 

church.  

In September I will focus on commitment, and I 

will ask you to make a very specific commitment to the 

community of Jesus Christ through First Lutheran 

Church. In order for us to turn our vision into reality, it 

will take all of us to move from Dating the Church, to a 

full -fledged Commitment.   

Pastor Scott 

 

Some Thoughts by Pastor Scott         

  What is a commitment? I suppose I could just as 

well ask: to what are you committed? 

Commitment is defined by James Womack (he 

was a professor at Texas A&M, my wifeôs alma mater!) 

as that which ñunlocks the doors to imagination, allows 

vision, and gives us the óright stuffô to turn our dreams 

into reality.ò Without commitment we never get from 

where we are to where we want to be. It matters not 

whether we are talking about losing weight or running a 

marathon; without commitment up front weôll never 

reach our goal. 

Another definition goes like this: ñThere is a 

difference between interest and commitment. When 

youôre interested in doing something, you do it only 

when circumstances permit. When you are committed to 

something, you accept no excuses, only results.ò 

In the church I find an overabundance of folks 

who are ñinterested,ò meaning that if circumstances 

permit theyôll do the church thing, but only when the 

circumstances permit. I find very few ñcommittedò folks 

who are positive forces for good in the church, who 

accept no excuses and focus only on results. The easiest 

way to differentiate those who are ñinterestedò from 

those who are ñcommittedò is to listen to them.     

 

 

Many of you may remember the urgent plea for help from Bishop Duane Pederson early last 

month seeking financial assistance for the Womenôs Delegation from Malawi who became 

victims of a last minute airfare price increase of $322 each. It was a hitch that had the 

potential to derail the trip for all 16 travelers.  
 

Knowing that the Malawi Delegation did not have the financial wherewithal to cover the 

airfare gap, First Lutheran Foundation took immediate action. In less than a day the 

Foundation came to the rescue by cutting a check to fund the airfare increase for the Malawi 

travelers.  
 

Those of you who met our Malawi visitors can understand how important it was for them to 

participate in the synodical ELCA Womenôs Convention, the Glocal Mission event, and 

numerous other area church activities. Without our quick response their trip may have been 

cancelled. 
 

Once again, First Lutheran was the first responder to an urgent mission need.  Our 

congregation is truly blessed. óThank Youô to so many who have helped make our Foundation 

financially strong! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Dennis Nielsen 

President 
 



Worship Schedule Update 
 

In order to alleviate parking congestion on Sunday 

mornings and to provide extra production time for our 

radio broadcast our early worship service will move to 

8:15 a.m. starting on September 5
th
.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Lutheran Church 
1005 Oxford Avenue 
Eau Claire, WI 54703-5394 
www.First-Lutheran.org 
715-832-8321 
715-832-0999 Fax 
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 

{Ŏƻǘǘ aƛƭƭŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧPastor 
smiller@first-lutheran.org 

Lowell IŀƭǾƻǊǎƻƴΧΦΦ±ƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ 
lhalvorson@first-lutheran.org 

DŜǊƛ [ƻƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧParish Nurse 
glong@first-lutheran.org 

Val LoganΧΧΧΧCŀƳƛƭȅ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
vlogan@first-lutheran.org 

Wŀƴ !ƴŘǊŜǎŜƴΧΦΦΧLƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
jandresen@first-lutheran.org 

.ŀǊō .ǊŀƴŘƴŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
bbrandner@first-lutheran.org 

Wƻŀƴ bŜƭǎƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 
jnelson@first-lutheran.org 

Mark Miller..............................Office Manager 
mmiller@first-lutheran.org 

 
First Word  is published six times per year.  Deadline for articles is 
the 15

th
 of every other month. Electronic format is required. 

Please send e-mail articles and First Word  announcements to 
mmiller@first-lutheran.org 
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(ÅÒÅ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎȣ 
 

7Å ÒÅÊÏÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÏÆȣ   
 

Thorin Monk Wagner -Peck, Corbin Audrey 
Miller Howlett, Brynna  Marie Ward, Caleb Paul 
Hatleli, Trevon Michael Sova, Isabella Marie 
Holt, Elianna Elise Holt  
 

We express sympathy to family and 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆȣ 
 

Rev. Maynard Midthun, Roger Skoug, Audrey 

Frandson, Edward Barber  , Richard Sorensen  
 

Peace be  with you.  

God s Work!  Our Hands! 

The next Miracle Sale will be held on October 

9th-11th, 2010. Proceeds will go to the Chippewa 

Valley Free Clinic, Community Table and Feed My 

People Food Bank. This event provides many 

opportunities to reach out and serve. Work sessions 

are held each Monday from 9:00-noon. Other ways to 

help are by donating items, helping to set up for the 

sale, work at the sale, donate food for the lunch stand 

or the bake sale, make a cash donation, attend the 

sale, help clean up after the sale, and pray for those 

in need and the agencies that serve them. Every little 

bit helps  find the opportunity that works for you! 

http://www.first-lutheran.org/
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org
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From the Parish Nurse. . .  
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Are You Being Called to Serve as a BeFriender? 
 

BeFriender Ministry is a national ecumenical 
program that has been in existence for nearly thirty 
years. This coming fall, Pastor Halvorson and I will bring 
this ministry to First Lutheran Church by providing 
training for members of our faith community.     
BeFrienders are lay volunteers who provide emotional 
and spiritual care to people in challenging and 
transitional situations such as illness, loneliness, or loss 
of a loved one. They embody the caring presence of 
God and the faith community. 
5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ DƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ hǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ /ŀƭƭ 
Do you see participating in BeFriender training as an 
opportunity for you to discover the gifts God has given 
you? Is becoming a BeFriender a way for you to live out 
your baptismal call to ministry and share your gifts with 
your faith community? To help answer these questions, 
here are some reflections on the qualities of a person 
who is a BeFriender. (Consider that you may not even be 
aware that you have these Godςgiven gifts until you 
allow the Holy Spirit to work within you during 
BeFriender training). 
A BeFriender is a person who: 

 Can listen to others even when what they say 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ 

 Can allow others to express their own feelings 
withƻǳǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
feel. 

 Lǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
put their hurts into words. 

 Knows that confidentiality is a priority, becoming 
one in whom others can freely confide. 

 Can accept others as they are. 

 Will give others time and opportunity to make their 
own decisions without feeling a need to decide for 
them. 

 Can ask how others are doing without feeling an 
obligation to tell them what they should be doing. 

 Is able to admit that they, too, experience life as 
burdensome at times and find it necessary to seek 
comfort and support from others. 

 Understands and values the faith community as 
necessary for spiritual growth. 

 Has an ability to draw on his/her own spiritual 
resources. 

 
S

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
and care? 

 

Prayerfully consider becoming a part of this exciting 
spiritual transformation opportunity as you live out 
your baptismal call in ministry and share your gifts in 
service to others in our faith community. If you would 
like more information about BeFriender Ministry or 
know of someone who may benefit from the care of a 
BeFriender, please contact Pastor Halvorson (832-
8321; lhalvorson@first-lutheran.org) or Geri Long, 
Parish Nurse (glong@first-lutheran.org; 832-8321). 
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Midweek Worship Opportunities! 
 

This fall we will offer more midweek worship 
opportunities. For a number of years, our Services of 
Healing have been a part of our midweek, evening 
worship schedule. Beginning September 9th, we will 
offer a weekly worship service on Thursdays in the 
Chapel at 7 p.m. On the second Thursday of each 
month, a Healing Service will be available, providing 
hope and comfort through Word and Sacrament. On 
the remaining Thursdays, a service of Evening Prayer 
(Vespers) will include a time for meditation, 
traditional hymns, scripture and liturgy. Each service 
will last about 45 minutes. 
 

L ǿŀǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
house of the [ƻǊŘΗέ   

 Psalm 122:1 
 

New Support Group to Begin 
 

A support group for caregivers and families with 
loved ones with Lewy Body Dementia will begin 
meeting the second Wednesday of each month 
beginning August 11th from 6 ς 8 p.m. in Conference 
Room #15 at Sacred Heart Hospital, 900 West 
Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire. Brochures are available 
outside of our Parish NǳǊǎŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΤ or for more 
information or to RSVP, contact Amy Lokken, 
amy@ModularMarketingSystems.com, 715-379-
3148. 
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Friday Facts. . .Best Care Chats 
 

Provides education, resources, and connections for 
older adults and family caregivers. Sponsored by the 
Aging and Disability Resource Center of Eau Claire 
County and Dove Healthcare-South, these sessions are 
offered every other Friday at Dove Healthcare-South, 
3656 Mall Drive from 10 ς 11:30 a.m. Upcoming 
sessions include: 

 August 13 - άCƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bƻǊƳŀƭΚ  
5ƛŀƎƴƻǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŀnd Other 
.Ǌŀƛƴ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜǎέ Wŀǎƻƴ YŀƴȊΣ bŜǳǊƻǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ 
Marshfield Clinic 

 August 27 ς άhǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ tŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊŜέ 
Jennifer Owen, Options Counselor Supervisor, 
Aging and Disability Resource Center of Eau 
Claire County 

 September 10 ς ά²ƘŜƴ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ aƻǊŜ ¢Ƙŀn Down in 
ǘƘŜ 5ǳƳǇǎΥ  5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ hƭŘŜǊ !Řǳƭǘǎέ 

Dr. William Weggel, Geriatric Psychiatrist, Luther 
Midelfort 

 September 24 ς ά!ƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ tƭŀŎŜέ 
Karen Boutiette, Occupational Therapist, Dove 
Healthcare 
Kevin Barnes, Vice President of Operations, Royal 
Construction 

 

Bridging the Gap from 
Hospital to Home. . . 

is a free educational program to help prepare for a 
short-term rehabilitation stay. Due to surgery, illness 
or injury, patients discharged from the hospital often 
need further nursing care and rehabilitation services 
to restore function and regain strength. One option is 
to spend a short time in a rehabilitation facility. To 
help in this transition, this program will instruct 
participants in what to expect and steps they can take 
to maintain control and play active roles in their care. 
Family members are encouraged to attend as well. 
 

This free, three-hour program (includes lunch) will be 
held monthly at one of the following rehabilitation 
facilities: Dove Healthcare-South, 3656 Mall Drive, 
Dove Healthcare-West, 1405 Truax Blvd.τboth in Eau 
Claire; or Wissota Health and Regional Vent Center, 
2815 County Highway I, Chippewa Falls. Brochures 
are available outside of our Parish NǳǊǎŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΤ ƻǊ 
for more information on upcoming class dates or to 
register, call 715-225-3496.          
 
 
 

Put Life Back in Your Life! 
Are you an adult with an ongoing health condition? 
Then consider attending the Living Well with Chronic 
Conditions class. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘΣ ŦƛƴŘ 
practical ways to deal with pain and fatigue, discover 
better nutrition and exercise choices, understand new 
treatment choices, and learn better ways to talk with 
your doctor and family about your health. 
 

If you have conditions such as diabetes, arthritis, high 
blood pressure, heart disease, chronic pain, or anxiety, 
this 6-week workshop can help you take charge of 
your life. The upcoming class will be held on 
Wednesdays, August 4th ς September 8th from 9:30 
a.m. ς 12 noon at Clairemont Nursing and TruRehab, 
2120 Heights Dr., Eau Claire. 
 

Cost is $20 and includes the Living Well book, 
materials and refreshments. If 4-6 classes are 
completed, $10 will be returned to you at the last 
class. Brochures are available outside of our Parish 
NǳǊǎŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΤ or for more information or to register, 
contact the Aging and Disability Resource Center of 
Eau Claire County at 715-839-4735.       

  

Keenagers News (Senior Adults) 

On August 5th a picnic lunch will be served in 
the church assembly at noon. Menu includes pulled 
pork sandwiches, baked beans, salads, cake and ice 
cream sundaes. Entertainment will be provided by 
pianist Kathy Johns. Her music includes ragtime and a 
sing-a-long. Everyone is welcome. Invite your friends 
and family to this Keenager sponsored activity. Tickets 
cost $5 and will be sold July 25th and August 1st 
between services. 

On September 23rd the Keenagers 
are sponsoring an outing to Fanny Hill for the play On 
Golden Pond. Tickets for dinner and play are $32 or 
$22 for play only. These prices are based on a 
minimum of 20 people. The meal is at noon and the 
play starts at 1:45. Indicate on the sign up sheet if you 
need a ride and we will arrange for someone to pick 
you up. 



Help Wanted - CONNECTIONS Ministry is hiring a 
Nursery Attendant for Wednesday evenings during the 
education hour and Sunday mornings.  Please contact 
Val Logan @ vlogan@first-lutheran.org or Jan 
Andresen @ jandresen@first-lutheran.org or 832-8321 
if you are interested in this position. 

 

is the new curriculum for 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΦ Spark is a faith formation 
program that gets children ages 3 through grade 5 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ It encourages kids to open 
the Scriptures and explore God's Word through a 
variety of age-appropriate activities designed to 
accommodate all of the different ways children learn.   

Beginning Wednesday, September 22nd at 
6:15 p.m., 3 year olds ς Kindergarten will meet in their 
assigned classrooms on the second floor of the 
education wing and Grades 1 -5 will meet in the 
Chapel. All children will be dismissed from their 
classrooms @ 7:10 p.m.   

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ registration forms for the 
2010ς11 school year will be mailed to you within the 
month and are also available in the church office.  
While registration is ongoing, you can help by faxing, 
mailing or dropping off your completed registration 
form to the church office by Sunday, August 29th.  This 
will help in ordering of curriculum supplies. Please 
contact Val Logan @ 832-8321 or vlogan@first-
lutheran.org ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

 
Wednesday, September 15th @ 
6:15 pmΧ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
before, Taste Worship is a radically new 
event where families--- 

 Experience worship together (led by 
Peder Eide) 

 Expand their vision and 
understanding of worship 

 Engage with each other in 
meaningful conversations 

 Explore practical tools to connect 
spiritually throughout the week 

In this high energy, highly interactive 
evening ǿŜΩƭƭ experience a fresh approach 
to family ministry, giving children, youth 
and parents new tools to strengthen their 
relationships with God and each other.  
¢ŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ DƻƻŘΧ 
***Join us for a family meal before Worship 

at 5 pm*** 
 

 

 

Milestone Ministry continues this 

fall.  Watch for details on classes 

and blessing dates. 

 

Planning a baptism  or have had a 

baptism in the past 6 months and still need to 

attend a class? Plan to attend one of the following 

classes:  

 Thursday, August 26 th  @ 6:30 pm  

 Monday, September 20 th  @ 6:30 pm  
 

Contact Val Logan or  

the  church office to sign up . 

 

http://www.activatefaith.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

Confirmation 
The outcome of Confirmation is for young people 

to hear and see God through God s word, the life 

and death of Christ, Luther s small catechism, and 

mission opportunities. 

Important required dates for Confirmation 

students and parents  

 A Confirmation meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, August 25th . At 6:30, all 
students and parents of sixth, seventh, and 
eighth grade will meet together to go over our 
confirmation year and fill out registration 
forms.  

 We will kick off our Confirmation year by 
going to Trinity Lutheran to hear Jay Gamelin 
speak on Wednesday, September 8th  from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Jay is a husband, father, 
pastor, writer, and nationally acclaimed 
speaker. He will have a presentation focused 
on Cheap vs. Costly Grace. 

 Attend Taste Worship led by Peder Eide on 
Wednesday, September 15 th  at 6:15. 
 

 

Prayer Partners 
 

Looking for a way to get to know our young people?  

We are in need of Prayer Partners this fall for 

Confirmation students.  This ministry is a great way to 

build relationships between adults and students.  Your 

responsibilities as a prayer partner are to pray for your 

student and send cards twice a month, on birthdays, 

and holidays. You will meet with your prayer partner 

twice a year in a large group. Please contact 

jandresen@first-lutheran.org if you are interested in 

being a part of this ministry. 

 

 

Mission trip ɂour senior high youth 

will travel to Minneapolis, MN from Sunday, August 
1st, to Friday, August 6th as we partner with 
YouthWorks engaging in mission. We will serve the 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ×ÁÙÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
programs, serving the elderly, serving meals at a 
Salvation Army, or working in a mission. The 
following students will go on the trip: Berit Breed, 
Megan Carlson, Erin Carr, Paige Cramer, Morgan 
Helstrom, Alexis Humphrey, Eric Huse, Cole Kulig, 
Emilee Larson, Kyle Miller, Kaci Mueller, Katie 
Running, Celeste Scola, Zach Scola, Heidi Smith, 
Colin Thalacker, Jacob Thalacker, and Paul 
Thalacker. The chaperones are Val Logan, John Berg, 
Jan Andresen, and Chad Wing. Please keep our 
group in your prayers while we serve as the hands 
and feet of God in the Minneapolis area. 
 

Bakers and cooks wanted! 
 

Fall is just around the corner, and that means ǿŜΩƭƭ 
come together again on Wednesdays for 
CONNECTIONSΗ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
meals I have come to the conclusion that I need more 
volunteers so those who were gracious enough to lend 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ΨōǳǊƴ ƻǳǘΩ. Downstairs by 
the kitchen you will find weekly signup sheets that will 
allow you to sign up for a variety of tasks as often as 
you like. Many hands make light work! The idea of 
CONNECTIONS is just that; to make connections in the 
church regardless of age or interests. So please take 
the time to come on in and join the fun in the kitchen! 
I have heard numerous comments from members 
stating that they miss baking or cooking for the 
church. This is a perfect opportunity to use those skills 
again! I really appreciate all the volunteers that have 
been helping out, and look forward to seeing new 
faces! Remember, all are welcome to come and enjoy 
the meals on Wednesday evenings!  
Thanks, everyone! 
Kayla Peak 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Adopts  

Sherman Elementary 
This year First Lutheran Church is adopting Sherman 

Elementary School, located on Vine Street. The 

outcome of this partnership is to support and equip the 

needs of teachers and students. When you are out 

shopping, consider picking up the following itemsð

pencils, school glue, markers, crayons, folders, glue 

sticks, scissors, boxes of Kleenex, wipes, or back 

packs. We will gather the items and have them blessed 

at our backpack blessing on Sunday, September 12
th
. 

There will be more opportunities to serve at Sherman 

Elementary such as reading, library assistance, etc. 

Watch for details.  

 
 

Luther Park Recharges  
Oct 22-23, 2010: 3rd -5th Grade Recharge 

Nov 5-6, 2010: Junior High Recharge 
Mar 11 -12, 2011: Senior High Recharge  

Watch for details closer to the Recharge dates.  
 
 

Ȭ,ÁÕÎÃÈȭ 
(ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȣ ,ÁÕÎÃÈȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ 
known as Godstock, will take place on November 12th-
14th. This year we are partnering with East Central 
Synod so the event will be held in Wausau. The guest 
ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ *ÁÙ 'ÁÍÅÌÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÂÙ *ÁÃÏÂȭÓ 2ÏÁÄȢ  
  
 
 

National Youth Gathering 2012  
New Orleans, LA - July 18-22, 2012. 

We are looking forward to another fun yea r at First 

Lutheran Preschool! We have been giving children an 

opportunity to develop and learn within a Christ ian 

setting for over 35 years. This year we will be 

offering a 2 ½ year old class on Mondays and 

Wednesdays, 9 -11am, two 3 year old classes on 

Mondays and Wednesdays or Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, 9 -11:30am and two 4 & 5 year old 

classes Monday-Thursday, 9 -11:30 or 12:30 -3. Bev 

Leonard is back as our 2 ½ year old teacher, Barb 

Brandner will teach both of the 3 year old classes 

and Carol Zeug will teach the 4 & 5s.  
 

Those families presently enrolled are invited to a 

special open house on Thursday, August 26 th .  

Families may stop by anytime between 6:00 -7:30  

p.m. We will hand out the parent handbook, school 

calendar and other important information for the 

upcoming school year. 
 

September will be an exciting month at preschool!  

Our first day s of class will be Wednesday, 

September 8 th  and Thursday, September 9 th  at 

9:00am and 12:30pm. During September we plan t o 

take  a field trip to an apple orchard, cook , and get 

to know each other. Each month we will have an 

overall Christian theme . September õs theme is òGod 

Made Me Specialó. 
 

We still have a few openings.  Call the church at 

715-832 -8321 for more information.  
 

Sincerely,  

Barb Brandner  

Preschool Director  & Teacher  

 

 

From Jan Andresen: 

Parents of middle school and high school 

students: please send your current email 

addresses to me so I can update my data base at 

jandresen@first-lutheran.org.  Thank you. 
 

If you know of any college students that will be 

attending CVTC, UWEC, or Globe University this 

fall, please contact me at jandresen@first-



We are ΨNot AshamedΩ! 
LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǘǿƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
worship team, ΨNot AshamedΩΦ This group is open to 
students in grades 6-12 who are excited about leading 
and engaging the congregation in worship and music 
at several of our 10:00 services throughout the school 
year.   

Our first rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 
22nd from 7:15-8:00pm in the Sanctuary. ²ŜΩƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 
meet each Wednesday for rehearsals except for the 
third Wednesday of the month (Jan Andresen will be 
offering Middle School and Senior High Youth Ministry 
activities) and any Wednesday that 
school/CONNECTIONS are not in session.  

I look forward to seeing our returning members and 
welcoming any who are new to the group. LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
to be a great year of praising our Lord and sharing our 
musical gifts. Come be a part of it! 

Jodi Miller, Director 

 

 

 

   

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

Chancel Choir is making a few 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΧ  ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 

             This year Chancel Choir will move its rehearsal 
to Thursday evenings at 5:30 p.m. The rehearsal will 
last from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. and will be held in the 
Music Room (above the Chapel). We hope that 
anyone who enjoys singing will join us. Rehearsals will 
begin on August 26 and we will also meet on 
September 2, singing in the 8:15 a.m. service on 
September 12th for the first time this fall.  Please join 
us...we need you! 

 

 

SOLID ROCK IS 
GEARING UP AGAIN! 

             ΨSolid RockΩ rehearsals begin with auditions on 
Wednesday, September 15th at 4:45 p.m. in the Music 
Room (above the Chapel). This year ΨSolid RockΩ will 
prepare and perform one musical, to be presented on 
WEDNESDAY, December 15th. The new musical, "A 
King is Coming to Town," is about a town that is 
expecting a king but doesn't know if it is Elvis, King Tut 
or the King of the Jungle! Set in modern-day, this 
production can involve a LOT of kids...so, make your 
plans for CONNECTIONS this year ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ψ{ƻƭƛŘ 
wƻŎƪΩ rehearsals each week from 4:45 - 5:40 p.m. on 
Wednesdays!! 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ make a 
ΨJoyful NoiseΩ! 

 

In an effort to make our busy lives a little less hectic, 
we have made a change to our youth music 
programming. Instead of trying to squeeze all of our 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƭƻƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǘǳǊƴǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ 

ΨSolid RockΩ will meet from September to December 
on Wednesdays from 4:45-5:40 p.m. 

ΨJoyful NoiseΩ όƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŎƘƻƛǊ for students in grades 1-
5) will meet from January to May from 5:00-5:30 pm.   

We hope you can make one or both of these activities 
work with your schedule. Plan to begin practices for 
ΨJoyful NoiseΩ on Wednesday, January 5th, 2011. What 
a great way to kick off the new year! 

 



Global Health Ministries has need of 

two kinds of kits. To assemble them we need help 
from our congregation. 
AIDS/Hospice Kits: washcloths, regular size towels, 
ΨōŀǘƘ ǎƛȊŜΩ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ōŀǘƘ ǎƻŀǇΣ ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜ 
(medium or large), wide-tooth 'pick' combs, nail 
clippers, jars or tubes of petroleum jelly, heavy duty 
kitchen-type household gloves (size Medium), and 2-
gallon Ziploc plastic bags. HINT--check with a dentist 
for tooth brushes; look for gloves, combs, nail clippers, 
petroleum jelly and soap at "Dollar Stores". We 
include copies of a devotional booklet to provide 
comfort and hope; the rest provides cleanliness and 
comfort. Funds are needed to purchase pain 
medications and vitamins in the country of 
destination, so a suggested donation of $5 for each kit 
will really help!  
Midwife KitsΥ ǿŀǎƘ ŎƭƻǘƘǎΣ ΨōŀǘƘ ǎƛȊŜΩ L±hw¸ ǎƻŀǇΣ 
receiving blankets and 2-gallon Ziploc bags.  ΨThanksΩ 
in advance for your generosity and for continuing 
Christ's ministry of healing. Please place donations in 
labeled tubs under the coat rack outside the office.  
Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

Women of First Lutheran, please join 

us for an interesting presentation from Barbara Solsaa 
about Prayer Shawl Ministry. Started last year, this 
venture provides the warmth of a hand made shawl to 
those who are ill or have recently lost a loved one. We 
gather on September 7 at 6:30 p.m. with a meal 
served by the Faith Circle. Before the presentation and 
meal, all Circle Chairewomen and Board members are 
invited to a Board Meeting starting at 5:30 p.m. 
ΨThank youΩ to those who have attended this 
summerΩǎ Bible Studies led by Pastor Scott.  Have a 
safe Labor Day and we look forward to seeing many of 
you on September 7. 

 

ΨJust Because...Ω 
can use some help! 

 

ΨJust Because...Ω continues to operate during the 
summer months even though we have temporarily 
discontinued inclusion of quarts of homemade soup in 
the baskets. We decided that few people really want 
hot soup during hot weather! However, we still have 
some needs which must be met each week. We ask for 
fresh fruit of all types, juice boxes, packages of snack 
crackers, and individually wrapped candies. We have 
been pleased to send out nearly 200 baskets since we 
began the ministry in December. This ministry 
continues to make an impact on those who receive 
these symbols of caring. People who receive these 
baskets need not be members of First Lutheran. We 
care about everyone, not just friends and family. If you 
know someone who should receive a basket, please 
let the church office know. Baskets can be given for 
any reason, ΨJust Because...Ω Perhaps someone was ill 
or lost a family member, lost a job, opened a new 
business, moved to town, is sad, is happy....whatever... 
"Just Because..." is reason enough. 
    If you can supply this ministry with needed items, 
please leave the donations in the downstairs kitchen 
and clearly mark the items foǊ ΨWǳǎǘ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧΩ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ 
so much for helping. You, too, become part of this 
Ministry by providing supplies. If you will help by 
delivering baskets, please let the church office know. 
We meet on Mondays at 3:00 p.m. every week. 
Baskets are ready for delivery by 4:00 p.m.   Please join 
us! 
 

 

FLCW Circles: If you would like "Leader 

Guides" and/or "Companion Bibles," for 2010-11, sign 
up and pay for them in the church office by Friday, 
August 13, 2010. 
Shipping costs are included. 
    Leader Guide:         $7.25 
    Companion Bible:   $4.25 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

August 
 1-Mary Kay Losby, Marlene Yarrington, Melani Orendorff, 

 Joshua Wathke, Nicole Owen 
 2-Dorothy Buchholz, Jason Frye, Melissa Bushendorf, 

 Samuel Larson, William Peterson 
 3-Janet Oliver, Preston Alt, Kimberly Balts,  

 Grace Thompson 
 4-Elaine Graham, Roger Flaten, Marvin Lunde,   

  Wyatt Thomson, Arissa Frazier, Kallie Walz 
5-Ryan Heath, Elizabeth Kulig, Jacob Kulig, Sara Vinopal, 
  Veronica Couillard, Nicole Osterud, Logan Osborne 
6-Tonya Schlageter, Kathryne Pederson, Kristine Brenden, 
  Dennis Nielsen 

 7-Shannon Guelzow, Kyle Moldenhauer 
 8-Marian Solomakos, Therese Rippley, Kate Fjelstad,  
  John Solfest 

9-Gloria Bryhn, Stacy Franzwa, Jacob Zarins, Kala Beaver, 
 Sarah Larson, Joseph Leisz 

 10-Kathy Lahner, Melissa Perkovich 
11-Adelaide (Bunny) Farmer, Jessica Breed, Ryan Balts, 
  Chad Wing 

 12-John Berg, Kirstin Lund 
 13- Carol M. Anderson, Cheryl Olson, Anthony Olson,  
  Emily Helstrom, Jody Janish 
 14-Abby Wiberg 
 15-Kermit Walker, Dorothy Running, LuAnn Miller,  
  Greg Huse, Danny Judkins, Lori Roholt, Berit Breed, 
  Anna Lee 

16-Wesley Paulson, Marilyn Ahnemann, Daniel Turner, 
  Alexander Raney 

 17-David Arneson, Cindy Buckli, Karen Smith 
 18-Ken Schlageter, Steve Kaste 
 19-Janet Hadt, Kaylee Finken, Carter Drake 
 20-Carol Gomsrud 
 21-Miriam Hansen, Timothy Becker, Patti Barby,  
  Michael Holtorf, Cindy Janish, John Vinopal 
 22-Lona Johnson, Shelly Torgerson, Joshua Smidt, David Priest, 

Katherine Hanson, Endre Lund,  
  Christopher Tabor 
 23-Helen Jorgenson, David Cizek, Julie Flom, John Thomson, 

Lyndsey Balts, Damian Kirchoff,  
  Ka Bao Xiong 
 24-Brian Larson, Lori Rogness 
 25- Quentin Smith, Julie Carr, Amber Drummond,  
  Jordyn Hagman, Joy Hall, Brett Rosenthal 
 26-Suzanne Smith 
 27-Phoebe Peterson, Robert McFadden, Dennis Larson, Gregg 

Helstrom, Tore Baker, Angel Johnson,  
  Kyle Schultz, Jennifer Royce, Henry Miller,  
  Karl Blaeser 
 28-Gloria Spindler, John Panzigrau, Michael Paape, 

 Scott Rezarch, David Bounk, Emily Christensen 
29-Fran Teyen, Karla Holtorf, Joseph Snyder, Ryan Schultz, 
  Dallace Adkins 

 30- Grant Patenaude 
 31- Rebecca Hotujec, Eric Snow 

 

September 
1- Samuel Paape, Roland T. Olson 
2- George Severson, Tricia Franswa, John Crossman 
3-Lester Larson, Norman Anderson, Gloria Williams, 
  Guy Logan, Mari Sue Orendorff 
4-Betty Vitek, Lynn Fering, Kayla Shoemaker,  
  Samuel Barby, Jr., Chloe Schemberger 
5-Kristine Frazier  
6-Bernice Borton, Jeanne Christeson, Nancy Soley,  
  Chelsea Hodgins 
7-Larrie Olson, Mary Jo Amundson 
8-Bernice Koger, Jean Sivertson, Kay Garnett,  
  Nathan Christenson, Lukas Sotka, Hailey Wruck 
9-Darlene Garborg, Danielle Loesel, Ronald Rowlett 
10-Roger Engen, Avery Lentz 
11-Audrey Myhre, Jack Fjelstad, Teresa LaBerge,  
  Lucas Berg 
12-Vivian Landauer, Pamela Radcliff 
13-Chad Erickson, Noah Berg 
14-Dawn Kremer, Mary Wampole, Donald Loken,  
   Kayla Wruck, Angelica Susen,  
 Mackenzie Swing 
15-Sylvia Schram, Richard Pederson, Steven Stillman, 
   McKenna Fawcett 
16-Ovila Nelson, Marion Ausman, Willard Korn,  
  Ronald Vehrs 
17- Emily Zeug-Robertson 
18-Kevin Balts, Roshelle Sather, Angelea Huff,  
  Jordan Borgen 
19-James Severson, Cynthia Wing-Reed 
20-Robert Donaldson, Linda Knott, Diane Parr,  
  Joseph Johnson 
21-Nathan Rust, Nathan Ward, Amanda Olson,  
  Austin Franzwa, Cameron Osterude 
22-Bernard Nicolai, Jr., Bryan Field, Austin Baker 
23-Dennis Wepler, Joel Breed, Katie Running 
24-Elaine Johnson, Tressa Forrest 
25-Clarence Severson, David Gavin, Brian Brunner 
26-Debra Finstead 
27-Gordon Roholt, Lynn Buckley, Thad Swing,  
  Anica Chesnut, Phillip Strozinsky 
28-Elaine Orendorff 
29-Rebecca Thompson 
30-Paul Kilde, Michael Kortness, Michael Ulberg 

 




