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Miracle Sale... 
ϦDƻŘΩǎ  ²ƻǊƪΣ hǳǊ IŀƴŘǎέ 
 

Sat. May 15, 8-4 with Food from 7-4 
Sun. May 16, 9-11 
Mon. May 17, 7-6 
 
Proceeds: Feed My People Food Bank 
& Earthquake Relief, Malawi, Africa 
 
Delicious food on Sat. 7-4 & Coffee 
Hour Sun. 9-10 
 

Needed:   
 Your prayers for the event 

and for the recipients in 
their daily work. 

 Your donations - we all have 
something to give: food, 
time and talent, 
companionship, fun, 
support, and prayers. 

 Your help - Sign-up sheets 
are by the office. There is 
something for everyone to 
do ς sitting down or 
standing up, weak or strong. 

 

MALAWI HUNGER--GOOD NEWS! 
The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 
responded generously with quarter 
offerings at the Synod Convention and 
our church gave funds for hunger 
when rains washed away the seeds in 
one area of Malawi and drought dried 
up crops in another.  Things change ς 
the  President of Malawi gave farmers 
improved seeds and fertilizers, the 
rains came, and this resulted in 
increased crop yields. They even 
exported some food! 
  The feeding stations for 
children continue to operate because 
there are still children at risk.  
 

 

As parents die of AIDS, the 
kids are absorbed into the families of 
relatives who might have trouble 
feeding all. The focus of the feeding 
station has shifted. It is also a center of 
education, teaching adults about HIV-
AIDS and general health. Here, bed 
nets are also distributed. The Synod 
quarters go for food sustainability 
projects like better farming practices, 
storage of food, water supply projects, 
and education on self-sufficiency. 
Some projects even generate income.  
With their grant money, our Salima 
parish decided to build a small 
convenience store 

where bread,cooking oil, and other 
essentials are sold. Located on a main 
road, the store should bring in some 
income for the parish. 

This is one example of 
Christians working together for the 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ΨƎƻƻŘΦΩ  We provided 
funding that has enabled the 
leadership to organize and staff the 
feeding stations and thereby expand 
their focus. Christ's imperative to 
"feed the hungry" continues to ring in 
our ears.  ά¢ƘŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅέ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻǳǊ 
brothers and sisters around the world 
or our neighbor right next door. 

 



Some Thoughts by Pastor Scott         

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ά{ƻƳŜ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
the Leading Causes of Life that has served as a background for my Sunday reflections during Lent.  The Leading Causes 
are: Connection, Contribution (Coherence), Agency (something that we work through, like the church), Blessing and 
Hope. However something happened last weekend that I simply need to share with this congregation.   
 Many times I read a book or listen to a talk, and I think that someone is reading my mail! In other words, I am 
hearing the very things that I have said being spoken by someone else. That happened last weekend at a gathering of 
ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ {ȅƴƻŘ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ά²ŀlking Together ς ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦέ  L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
because I agreed to do a workshop entitled: Meetings to Mission, Changing Leadership for a New Time, but it was the 
kickoff presentation by Bishop Pederson that made the whole day. It was incredible! Everything that I have been 
challenging people in the church to do for a very long time was succinctly and powerfully presented by the Bishop. You 
Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴƻŘΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘhis for yourself.  
Navigate to http://www.nwswi.org/  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨƳǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘΩΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ tŀȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘion to what he says about idolatry!  
 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘs. Today 
we must ask how the church can use its gifts and resources to equip and facilitate the ministry of people in the world. 
That change, from membership to discipleship, is difficult but essential if we are going to have a future.   
 There was one other thing that I noted at this gathering. We met in Chippewa Falls at a school and the 
auditorium was packed! Somewhere around 500 people gave up a Saturday to attend workshops on how we can be 
more effective in ministry. During the conversations I discovered a powerful sense of optimism, and for the first time in 
ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
to move onΗέ   
 While the staff has been listening to me talk about what needǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀ άŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƘƻǇŜέ όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘύΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ tŜŘŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
be a powerful force in bringing new life to the ELCA. We are amazingly blessed to have him as our bishop and leader at 
this important time in the life of the ELCA. I encourage everyone to engage in prayer as we uphold him as a true 
prophet calling us into the mission field that starts at our Red Doors! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

Egg Hunt @ Hobart Park 
Saturday, April 3rd @ 11:00am 

 
First Lutheran Church is teaming up 

with B-Side Community for an Egg Hunt 
at Hobart Park.   Join us as we help 

bring family fun and fellowship to the 
North River Front Community.  Hobart 

Park is located at 1009 Forest Street. 
Everyone is Welcomed!  

 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ψ[ƻŀŘ-a-Truck 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΩ is May 2nd. Since 1986, 

26 churches in Eau Claire have worked 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ψ[ƻŀŘ-a-¢ǊǳŎƪΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ ƻǊ 
money. As a result, hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of food have been distributed to area food 
pantries and received by the working poor, the 
unemployed and the unfortunate. 
 Did you know that with a $10 donation, 
Feed My People Food Bank can purchase $100 
worth of groceries from the ¦ǇǇŜǊ aƛŘǿŜǎǘΩǎ ƭŀrgest 
hunger-relief organization, Second Harvest 
Heartland? Please prayerfully consider your 
donation. Together, we can make a difference in the 
lives of our neighbors. We can be a blessing to those 
in need! 
  

 

http://www.nwswi.org/


(ÅÒÅ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎȣ 
 

We rejoice iÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÏÆȣ Greta Richel, 
Easton Bullis, Carmella Larson, Cooper Leisz 
 

 

We express sympathy to family and friends upon 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆȣ  Alice Englesby,  

Thelma Erickson, Arnold Franson 
 

Peace be with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Lutheran Church 
1005 Oxford Avenue 
Eau Claire, WI 54703-5394 
www.First-Lutheran.org 
715-832-8321 
715-832-0999 Fax 
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 
{Ŏƻǘǘ aƛƭƭŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦPastor 

smiller@first-lutheran.org 
 

[ƻǿŜƭƭ IŀƭǾƻǊǎƻƴΧΧ±ƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ 
lhalvorson@first-lutheran.org 

 

DŜǊƛ [ƻƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧParish Nurse 
glong@first-lutheran.org 

Mark Miller...............................Office Manager 
mmiller@first-lutheran.org 

Wƻŀƴ bŜƭǎƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 
jnelson@first-lutheran.org 

 

±ŀƭ [ƻƎŀƴΧΧΦLƴǘŜǊƛƳ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘries 
        vlogan@first-lutheran.org 
 
First Word  is published six times per year. Deadline for articles is the 
15

th
 of every other month. Electronic format is required. Please send e-

mail articles and First Word  announcements to mmiller@first-
lutheran.org 

 

Table of Contents 
 

ρȣȣȣȢȢȣȣȣȢ-Álawi, Miracle Sale, Social Action 
ςȣȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȣȢȢȢȢ0ÁÓÔÏÒ 3ÃÏÔÔȟ ,ÏÁÄ-a-Truck, Egg Hunt 
3..................................Contact Info, Announcements 
τȣȣȣȣȣȢȢȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ0ÁÒÉÓÈ .ÕÒÓÅ 
υȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢȣ0ÁÒÉÓÈ .ÕÒÓÅȟ 9ÏÕÔÈ Ǫ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 
6...................................................Youth & Family News 
χȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȭ#ÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ 'ÁÒÄÅÎȭ 
ψȣȣȣȣȣȣȢ"ÉÓÈÏÐ 0ÅÄÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ %ÁÓÔÅÒ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
ω Ǫ ρπȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ#ÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ 
ρρȣȣȣȣ0ÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ 3ÏÌÉÄ 2ÏÃËȟ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ #ÌÅÁÎÕÐ  
ρςȣȣȣ&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȟ -ÅÁÄÏ×Óȟ 7/&ȟ +ÅÅÎÁÇÅÒÓ  
ρσȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢȣȣȢȢ"ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙÓ 

 Newsletter Subscriptions 
 

To subscribe to First Word, please contact the church 
office and choose online or paper for your delivery 
method.  You may change your preferences at any time.  
!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ C[/Ωǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀrge. 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Coming this fall...  
ôCalled to Serveô groups. 

Stay tuned for further 
announcements. 

http://www.first-lutheran.org/
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org
mailto:jnelson@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

From the Parish Nurse. . .  

Your Blood Donation on Good Friday (April 2) 

Will  Make a Difference! 
Your blood is needed more than you think.  Did you know: 

 Every two seconds someone in America needs blood. 

 More than 38,000 pints of blood are needed in the U.S. every day. 

 Only 38% of the population is eligible to donate and just a fraction of those eligible (about 8%) actually 

donate blood. 

 The need for blood is constant and the blood supply must be regularly replenished. 

For all these reasons, please consider donating blood at our Good Friday Blood Drive on April 2 from 12 noon 

to 6 p.m. (our goal = 50 pints). Monitor our progress to our 50-pint goal by checking out the huge blood drop 

display outside of the Lounge! 

 One of the major hesitations that potential donors have for not donating blood is that no one ever asked 

them. So, you are now being asked! 

 You may give blood if you are at least 17 years old (16 years old with a signed Red Cross parental 

consent form), weigh at least 110 pounds, and are in general good health. Sign up for an appointment that is 

convenient for you on the sheets outside of church office, call the church office (832-8321), or visit 

www.givebloodgivelife and enter zip code ñ54703ò. 

Shalom, 

Geri Long, RN, Parish Nurse 
 

 BeFriender Ministry:  

A Listening Presence 
 

                       What Do BeFrienders Do? 

 BeFrienders are lay volunteers who provide 

emotional and spiritual care to people in challenging and 

transitional situations such as illness, loneliness, or loss 

of a loved one.  They embody the caring presence of 

God and of the faith community. 

 As care is provided, BeFrienders accept people 

as they are and listen with compassion.  A BeFrienderôs 

role is to care, not cure.  Consequently, they are 

equipped to confidently respond to a wide variety of 

situations as they provide a nonjudgmental and 

compassionate listening presence.  BeFrienders gain a 

deeper understanding of unity in Christ by appreciating 

the value of each member of the community and 

experience how Christ calls us to be together in joy and 

in pain. 

 Watch for more information about Befriender 

training as our congregation becomes more involved in 

this lay pastoral care ministry! 
 

 

Health Care Events 
 

Services of Healing 
Monthly mid-week Healing Services will be 

offered on Wednesday, April 14 and 

Wednesday, May 12 at 7:05 p.m. in the Chapel. 

These worship offerings are especially meaningful 

for those who appreciate a contemplative service 

of prayer and music, who have special concerns or 

difficulties, or who desire to be reminded in 

public worship that God is a God of healing and 

grace. 
 

Free Blood Pressure Checks 
On Sundays, April 11 and May 9 from 9:30 ï 

11:15 a.m. in the parish nurseôs office and the 

Conference Room  

(these spaces are located near the Chapel). 

Thank you to the registered nurse volunteers 
who make these clinics possible!  

 

Prayer Group 
Our Prayer Group has changed a bit. 

 We now meet at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday mornings. 

 ²ŜΩƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9[² ƘȅƳƴŀƭ 
²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ΨǇǊŀȅ-ŜǊǎΩ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ /ƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜn a time of quiet prayer together. 
 

 

http://www.givebloodgivelife/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

 
Take Time for God. . .Walk the Labyrinth 
 

In addition to works of love, prayer and meditation are other aspects of the 
discipline of Lent.  Walking the Labyrinth is a unique way to quietly pray and 
meditate as you walk the canvas replica of the ancient path that thousands of 
people walked before you.  Candlelight and quiet will enfold you and music will accompany your walk. 
 

No previous experience walking a labyrinth is needed.  All are welcome! 
 

The Labyrinth will be available in the Gymnasium at the following times: 
 

Wednesday, March 24  8 a.m. ï 8 p.m. 

Thursday, March 25 & Friday, March 26 8 a.m. ï 5 p.m. 

Palm Sunday, March 28 9:30 ï 11:30 a.m. 

Monday, March 29 through Wednesday, March 31  8 a.m. ï 5 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 & Good Friday, April 2 8 a.m. ï 7 p.m. 
 

As part of your Lenten discipline, take time for God by walking the Labyrinth. 
Become quiet in prayer as you journey to the cross of Jesus Christ. 
 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; 
and he said to his disciples, ñSit here while I go over there and pray.ò 

Matthew 26:36  

 

Bible Studies to Begin 
 What do you know about the book of Ephesians? Come and learn with your fellow sisters and brothers in 

Christ as we explore the book of Ephesians with our study leader, Mavis Wolf. Whether youôve never attended a 

Bible study or have participated in a number of previous studies, join Mavis on Wednesdays, April 7 ï May 5 at 6 

p.m. in the Assembly. 

 Want to learn more about the Bible? Feeling uncomfortable jumping into a Bible study? You are invited to 

Introduction to the Bible offered by Pastor Scott Miller on Mondays, May 3 ï 17 at 6 p.m. in the Assembly. No 

previous experience in Bible studies is needed! All are welcome!  
 

 

Know Someone Who is Interested in 

Joining First? 
Pastor Scott Miller will host a New Member 

Gathering on Tuesday, April 20 at 6 p.m. in the 

Assembly. A light meal will be served. On the 

following Sunday, April 25,  will receive new 

members at the 10 a.m. service. New members are 

then encouraged to join Pastor Miller for an 

Introduction to the Bible on Mondays, May 3 ï 17 at 6 

p.m. in the Assembly. 
 

 

Parenting Partners. . . 
a new informal discussion group to share parenting 

ideas and learn about love and logic will resume 

meeting after taking a brief hiatus during the 

Lenten season. The group will begin meeting again 

starting Wednesday, April 7 from 6 ï 6 :45 p.m. in 

the Lounge. The group is facilitated by Marian 

Ennen and Kim Winkelmann. Parents of 

children/youth of all ages are welcome! For more 

information, please contact Marian at 834-4087 or 

ennen4@juno.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:ennen4@juno.com


 

 Youth and Family 

 
Family Vacation Bible School  

& Adult Education  

Wednesday  Evenings  

 June 9th, 16th, 23rd  & 30th 

Watch for Details!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

Welcome Jan Andresen  
to the staff of First Lutheran as 

 Coordinator of Intergenerational Ministries 
 

Join us Sunday, May 9
th
 @ 9:30 am in the Lounge to celebrate 

WŀƴΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ LƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  WŀƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
be Monday, May 10

th
. 

 

 

[ǳǘƘŜǊ tŀǊƪΧ 
Where faith is nurtured through holy play! 
Make Luther Park part of your Family Summer Plans.  
Brochures are available in the Church Office and 
additional assistance is available to anyone who needs 
it.  Please return completed registration forms to the 
church office.   Questions, contact Val Logan. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Confirmation Youth and Prayer Partners will meet 

Wednesday, May 12th at 6 p.m. in the Assembly. 

 

 
 

 

Planning a Baptism?  Plan to attend one of the next 
Baptismal Classes on April 10th or May 8th @ 9:15am 
in the Lounge.  Contact Val Logan to sign up. 

 

 

!ǇǇƭŜōŜŜΩǎ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
Saturday, May 8th  

8:00-10:00am 
Cost $5.00 

Fundraiser for Senior High  
Summer Mission Trip. 

Tickets on Sale Soon! 
 

 

 

 

Milestone Ministry Classes & Blessings 
First Communion Instruction & Blessing - First 
Communion Instruction is a sacramental class that 
prepares children in 2nd Grade for participation in 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΦ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴd their 
children are as follows: 

*Wednesday, April 7th 6-6:50 pm ς We will 

ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

Classroom to make their stoles. 

*Saturday, April 10th 9:00 ς 11:45 am ς We 

will meet in the Assembly for instruction 

and bread making. 

First Communion will be celebrated Sunday, April 
11th at the 10:00 am Worship Service. 
п ¸ŜŀǊ hƭŘ aƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ άaȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ς Four year 
ƻƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Chapel at 9:00 am on Sunday, April 18th ŦƻǊ άaȅ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘέ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōlessing will follow at 
the 10:00 am Worship Service. 
4th DǊŀŘŜ aƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ άaŜŜǘ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊέ ς We 
ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Ministry Room @ 6pm on Wednesday, May 5th. 
Milestone Blessing will be held at the 8:30am 
Worship Service on May 9th. 
12th DǊŀŘŜ aƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ άDǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴέ ς We will 
celebrate the graduation of our High School 
Seniors at the 10:00am Worship Service on 
Sunday, May 23rd. 
 

 
Milestone Ministry needs volunteers to help 
sew prayer pillows and stoles, tie fleece blankets 
and make other milestone gifts. Please contact 
Val Logan if you are interested in helping with 
this Ministry. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

Bishop Pedersonõs Easter Message  
ñBut on the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices 
that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, 
they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about thi s, suddenly two men in dazzling 
cloths stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 
men said to them, ĂWhy do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.ò͍ 

[Luke 24:1-5]  
  

Those of us who are early risers know that sunrise is the most magical time of the day.  

When I was on the farm, the first move of irrigation pipe over the wheat field was at 5 a.m. Iôd get 
up, throw on some clothes, walk down to the slo ugh, and paddle a canoe about a half mile to where I 
needed to shut down the irrigation pump. That little trek each morning in the canoe was nothing short of 
heaven. The rays of the sun spilled over the mountain peaks such that the sky had a golden glow, t he air 
was crystal clear and crisp and cool, the quiet paddling through the lily pads was interrupted only by the 
morning song of birds, the hoof -pounding of startled deer, and the warning tail slap by beaver on the 
surface of the water. The world and I we re waking up together. Nature rubbed the sleep out of its eyes 
and came alive for the start of a new day.  

It was ñat early dawnò when the three women went to the tomb of Jesus. It was the magical time 
of dayðthe women chatting as they breathed the cool, cl ean air of the early morning, the sun beginning 
to warm the eastern sky. They carried spices, so that they could rub the fragrance onto the body of Jesus 
who lay within the tomb. Their early morning task was unpleasant, but they were determined to honor 
their Lord with this final act of dignity and love.  

When they arrived at the tomb, what they saw mystified them because the stone that sealed up 
the tombôs entrance had already been rolled back. They went into the tomb, and what they saw greatly 
perplexed themðthey saw nothing! The body they came to tenderly care for was gone.  

Before they could recover from this shock, two men dressed in dazzling clothes appeared before 
them. The women were terrified. The quiet early morning, the magical time of day, was ab ruptly 
interrupted by, ñHe is not here, but has risen.ò They didnôt quite know what to make of Easter.  

It is hard to know what to do with Easter. Just look at the various responses to Easter morning 
according to Luke [24:1-12]: First, the women are perple xed when they see that the body is gone. Then 
they are terrified in the presence of the dazzling figures who announce that Jesus is risen. When they run 
and tell the disciples what they have seen and heard, the response is disbelief; these women must be 
sharing an ñidle tale.ò Then Peter runs to the tomb to look for himself, and he is filled with amazement. 
Perplexed . . . terrified . . . disbelief . . . amazement!  

Well, we can be greatly relieved that we have the advantage of being removed from the confus ion 
and shock of that early morning discovery. The saints over the ages have given clarity to the confusion 
and replaced the shock with joy in what God has done. For we know what happened on Easter morningð
Jesus rose! And we know what the empty tomb meansðthe defeat of death! And we know the 
implications of a living Jesusðlife and hope!  
So our response to the empty tomb is not perplexed or terrified or disbelief or amazement! Our response 
is that of pure joy!  

A few years ago, Bev, our church organist, asked if it would be OK to use a brass arrangement for 
ñGood Christian Friends Rejoice,ò explaining to me that the hymn would be played during the distribution 
of Communion. Usually distribution hymns are more quiet and subdued because it reflects the meditat ive 
quality of receiving the Sacrament. ñBut,ò she explained, ñthis brass arrangement is fairly bold. Itôs going 
to be loud and blaring, with the tuba rumbling and the timpani peeling the paint off of the walls.ò So, was 
it OK to do this arrangement? I said, ñWhy not, itôs Easter.ò Bev replied, ñOK, weôll let óer rip!ò  

Easter is a ñlet óer ripò day! No more confusion or quivering or disbelief in front of an empty tomb. 
Only pure, unadulterated joy in knowing that God is a God of life and that the resurrect ion of Jesus is the 
key to life now and life forever. Christ is risen! ñLet óer rip!ò 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

With Every Ending, There's Always a New Beginning(s)! 
  I love to garden. Taking an unlikely set of seeds, placing them in soil you've cleared out yourself and then 

adding fertilizer and water seems a risky bet at best for food and flowers at the end of the growing season. But 

gardening is full of surprises! There are those loyal plants that return year in and year out, often with benign neglect 

on my part. Then there are the ones that are stunning to view and eat, but sometimes cause extra work. Of course, 

there are always the faithful weeds. Nonetheless, the combination is irresistible. Hours spent in the sun, inhaling the 

good smell of newly constituted earth and a chance to talk with neighbors as they pass by is a winning activity in my 

book. 

  Fifteen years ago, I was given the great opportunity to plant a wonderful garden here at First Lutheran; the 

garden of "Contemporary Worship".  The year previous to my hiring was heavily invested by Pastor Pederson and the 

church council in what it would mean to introduce such a concept here at First. During the education hour, members 

learned "contemporary songs". By the time I was hired in the late spring of 1995, plans were well underway for 

service time, music and focus. The summer of 1995 was spent training the team, discerning placement of electrical 

outlets and purchasing musical equipment. By September 10, 1995 we were ready! At least we thought we 

were! Many transformations later (the team moved three times; after two years of hauling equipment in and out, 

the music stands and cords are permanently stationed; and personnel has shifted tremendously) we are now an 

established garden. The flowering has not only included learning many new songs, but a whole new way to do 

worship. It has a spontaneous feel, but trust me, the team works very hard to 'produce' a good quality worship 

experience 52 Sundays a year. We are now blessed with a middle/high school worship team, "Not Ashamed," that 

has led worship several times. What a blessing that is to have them engaged in the process of meaningful worship! 

  After careful reflection on my part to this Contemporary Garden, I feel very strongly that it's time to take this 

worship service in a different direction. This means that I will no longer be the director of this important ministry. I 

have considered several factors before coming to this conclusion, but the primary one for me is keeping this service 

'fresh'. Much of my time in the past two years has been directed to the care of my parents and I've found it difficult 

to stay 'fresh' in the midst of their care. I hope as you read this, you will keep that in mind. I'm excited to be directing 

the Chancel Choir and very grateful to them for their many kindnesses. So, it won't be like I'm 'leaving', but I will be 

re-directing my energies, such as they are!   

  My plan is to continue to support all the worship services here at First as well as the many ministries. I look 

forward to joining with you in the work we do here for our neighborhood and world that cries for our attention. I will 

be eternally grateful to all the people who have supported the Contemporary Worship Service for the past 15 years 

and look forward to what is to come. I'm particularly appreciative for all the musicians who have labored over the 

years and given such extraordinary time and talent to this worship service. It would be impossible to calculate what 

they have done for our congregation. 

  Together, we will continue to be the faith community who looks 'first' to what God directs us to do in this 

time and place. Discernment of what God requires is always a full time task, but one filled with true joy. I can't wait 

to see and hear what comes up in the garden of the future. May we always be blessed with God's nurturing on the 

journey. 

  With great gratitude in my heart, I thank you all for the most profound fifteen years of my life! 

 God's Blessings, 

Robbie Joern 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

 

Preschool registration is underway for the 201 0-2011 school year. We are 

offering a 2 ½ year old class on Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 -11am. The cost is 

$60 a month.  Our 3 -4 year old class will be offered on Mondays/Wednesdays 

or Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9 -11:30am. The monthly tuition is $75. New for next  

year we will offer a 4 -5 year old class with no monthly tuition. This class will be offered 

Monday-Thursday, either at 9 -11:30am, or 12:30-3pm. If you would like more information or a 

tour please call the church at 832 -8321. 
 

The preschool teachers and Educa tion Committee members will promote our preschool with an 

exhibit booth at the 2010 Xcel Energy Kids Expo on Sunday, April 11, from 11 -4 at the Eau 

Claire indoor Sports Center.  The day will include large inflatables, interactive family games, 

activities, demonstrations, food, fun and giggles galore. Over 50 exhibitors will be there! Stop 

by and see us at the First Lutheran Preschool booth.  
 

During April and May we will be busy talking about farming, community helpers, flowers, 

tadpoles, frogs, caterpillars  and butterflies! If the weather cooperates the preschoolers will go 

outside to play with chalk and bubbles. Both classes will prepare something special for their 

Moms for Motherõs Day. In April we will focus on how Jesus teaches us to share. In May we will 

see how God loves all the people in the world.  
 

Barb Brandner  

Preschool Teacher & Director  
 

 

 

{ƻƭƛŘ wƻŎƪ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΧ 
hǳǊ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭΣ ά¢ŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜΧǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘέΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
presented on Sunday, April 18, at both the 8:30 a.m. 
and the 10:00 a.m. worship services.  The 11:15 a.m. 
worship service will be the normal, traditional worship 
in the Chapel. 
 
The performers for the musical have been working very 
hard and will do a wonderful presentation of the story 
of Jesus and the miracle of the fish and the loaves of 
bread.  We need you, the congregation, to be the rest 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭǎƛŘŜέΣ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
miracle.  The music and dialogue are both entertaining 
as well as meaningful.  The writer, Tom S. Long and 
composer, Allan Pote, are the producers of this 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜƭ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the cast as well as of an audience.  We hope you can be 
at the worship services on April 18! 

 
 

OUR CITY ð  

we love Eau Claire ! 
Downtown Spring Clean -up 

Saturday, May 15 th 

 8:30am-1:00pm 

 

 

 

First Lutheran joins with the city to clean 

up our downtown!  

 

Sign up on the Youth and Family Board in 

the Assembly. Be sure to include t -shirt 

size. (free t -shirt for all who participate) 

Meet at Valley Brook Church @ 8:30 am.  

Questions, contact Val Logan . 

ALL ages are welcomed to participate!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

 
 
 
 
 
First Lutheran Foundation is proud to have been in 
ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΧнр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ άDǊƻǿƛƴƎ DƛŦǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ wŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ hǳǘΣέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
with a variety of programs and activities that could 
not otherwise be supported. 
 
Did you know that First Lutheran FouƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΧ 
- fully funds the Parish Nurse program? 
- Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŘǎ tŀǎǘƻǊ [ƻǿŜƭƭΩǎ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΚ 
- has awarded almost $35,000 in college 
scholarships over the past 5 years? 
- provides cab rides to and from any church activity 
to those in need?             
- provides tuition support for Matthew Orendorff, 
who attends Luther Seminary? 

 

 
 
 
 
Please join us the months of April and May for the monthly 
social time.  Barb Gort from Peace Lutheran in Menomonie 
will be speaking on April 2.  She spoke at the Day of 
Renewal a few years back.  The May 4 date will be our 
Mother-Daughter Banquet, with the Holm Girls 
entertaining in the Sanctuary. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Congregational Activities 
Sponsored By The Keenagers 

   
On May 27th we will go to the Old Log Theater 
for the play "The Dixie Swim Club." It is a hilarious 
and touching story of 5 women whose friendship 
began on a swim team. The play follows their 
lives over a 35 year span. The sign-up sheet is on 
the bulletin board by the church office. When 
signing up please make your choice of 
entrée from those listed on the sheet. The trip 
cost of $45 includes the bus, meal, and play. The 
cost is nonrefundable unless the trip is cancelled. 
There are 47 seats available. You may invite non-
members starting April 11th. We will leave the 
Meadows at 8:30 a.m. and the church at 9:00. 
  
On June 23rd we will travel to Stillwater for a 2 
hour cruise on the St. Croix River. The cost of $35 
includes the bus, luncheon buffet, and cruise. The 
cost is nonrefundable unless the trip is cancelled. 
There are 47 seats available. Sign-up will start 
mid April. You may invite non-members starting 
May 16th. We will leave the Meadows at 8:30 
a.m. and the church at 9:00. 
  
On July 14th we will drive through beautiful 
Trempealeau County. Highlights include stops at 
Arcadia's Soldier's Walk, watching a 
couple demonstrate sheep herding using their 
border collies, trained llamas including one that 
opens a mail box and takes out the mail, and an 
opportunity to go inside an Amish home and 
store. The cost of $39 includes bus, guides, 
entrance fees, as well as a delicious noon meal at 
a church and end-of-trip snack. The cost is 
nonrefundable unless the trip is cancelled. 46 
seats are available. Sign-up will start in May. Non-
members can sign up starting mid-June. We will 
leave the church at 8:00 a.m. and the Meadows 
at 8:30. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

April  
1-Beatrice Anderson, Kyle Balts, Aiden Bounk, Robert Knott,  

    Julie Monson, Erica Reyes, Elliott Wessel 

2-Linda Anderson, David Flam, Malinda Hebert, Ken Huff,  

    Deborah Sather, Sarah Wojcik 

3-Janet Drevlow, Dean Olson, Lorri Winger 

4-Hannah Alley, Sonja Andrashko 

5-Issac Koehler, Geraldine Olson, James Severson, Michael Turner 

6-Heidi Bullis, Andrew Hagman, Justin Hermsen, Brian Lenhard, 

    Ashley Olson 

7-Diane Campbell, Emil Evenson, Delores Larson, Jon Midthun,  

    Michael Richard, Evelyn Skoug 

 8-Larkin Hoepner, Michael Hoepner, Janis Smith 

9-Christina Buckli, John Grasaskamp, Evon Sova 

 10-William Anderson, Sophia Erickson, Jackie Hansen,  

       Seth Kreibich, Sharon Rasmussen, Mary Wagner 

11-John Bast, Jean Christenson, Alissa Lee, Blayne Midthun, 

      Nils Odgren 

 12-John Benedict, Andrew Urlaub, Hannah Wenzel,  

       Laura Jacobson *see address below  

13- Zachary Balts, Betty Lindner, Oliver Olson,  

      Linda Schlageter, Karen Solfest 

 14-Velma Gifford, Allyson Pochant, Lee Seidel, Jeffrey Smith 

15-Whitney Berg, Zachary Berg, Lisa Buchholz, Jeremy Crowell, 

      Diane Roberts, Kassandra Stabenow, John Taylor 

16-Irene Evenson, Emily Midthun, Dustin Smith 

17-Saige Erickson, Larry Rasmussen 

 18-William Carlson, Jacob Faanes, Hannah Getten, Alexis Goeppinger,  

       Joshua Judkins, Scott Pinkert, Jane Roholt 

 19-Renee Bogstad, Tegan Brunner, Jack Hundt, Jane Loken, 

             Melvin Pinkert 

 20-Karen Baker, Leagh Christensen, Edna Engebretson, Cheryl Gavin,  

       Kaari Lahner, Norm Paulson 

 21-Marjorie Erickson, Mark Hanson, Jason Larson, Mark Mangus, 

       Brian Moore, Richard Myhre 

 22-Cassidy Miller, Terry Monson, Bonnie Priest 

 23-Susan Gales, Michaela Hughes, Kent Marsh, Michael OôConnell, 

       Maryann Voldsness 

 24-Deloris Paulson, Colin Thalacker 

 25- Aaron Berg, Patti Hoehn, Staci Huse, Dreya Olson, Melvin Wold, 

       Lauren Wright-Hasenmueller 

 26-Samuel Barby, Brooklynn Becker, Caryn Hoepner, Cody Huse,  

      Gloria Seidel, John Wing 

 27-Cara Severson 

28-Peter Anderson, Justin Hansen, Sharon Loe, Jonathan Raney, 

     Alexandra Strauch, Judy Tabor 

29-Jan Andresen, Allen Burt, Barbara Evenson, Blanche Hosteland,  

     Ella Husom, Maia Johnson, Martin Stephenson 

30-Brock Erickson, Arnold Franson, Darcy Gartzke, Alexis Humphrey, 

      Steven LaBerge 

 

  * *Linda and Laura are wife and daughter to Dr. Mark Jacobson, 

      who is medical director for the Arusha Region of Tanzania and of 

      Selian Hospital and Regional AIDS Coordinator. Their address is: 

      Box 937, Arusha, Tanzania, East Africa 

 

 

 

May 
1-Donald Frei, Mark Humphrey, Kristen Snyder 

2- Gary Field, Marjorie Frye, James Martenson, Sharyl Miller, 

    Teresa Thompson, Wayne Zach 

3-Barbara Emery, Connor Hanson, Curtis Miller, Jacob Osborne, 

    James Solfest, Lois Thalacker 

4-Joan Brill, Thomas Jentlie 

5-Mavis Christianson, Charles Hildebrandt, Susan Kaul, Doris Knott,  

    Noah Laber, Patrick Shoemaker, Ella Solfest 

6-Yvonne Benedict, Kathryn Knuth, Peter Minot 

7-Donald Amundson, Emily Crossman, Lori Engedal, Robert Erickson,  

    Lily Russell, Lindsey Schultz,  

    Carcyn Wathke 

8-Duane Briggs, Jill Mangus, Cathy Schreiner, Christine Seelow, 

    Madison Thalacker 

9-Carmen Ouimet 

10-Megan Baker, William Burland, David Erickson,  

      Jonathan Hoeppner, Joyce Huggins, Sammie Powell, 

      Linda Jacobson *see address below 

11-Jaclyn Alliet, Richard Fox, Daniel Owen 

12-Carl France, Austin Shafer 

13-Bette Becker, Patricia Engedal, Peggy Larson, David Oliver, 

     Brian Pederson, Paige Perry, Ryan Severson 

14-Sharon Barnes, Paul Brekke, Jack DuLac, Cilai Moua,  

      Sharon Nergaard, Kyle Reinke, Christopher Thompson 

15-Olivia Brown, Carrie Dutter, Zachary Engen, Betty Johnson, 

      Jeffrey Larson, Amara Monson, Elizabeth Sotka,  

      Gina Surguy, Ellen Taylor, Riley Umnus 

16-Matthew Alley, Kayli Ennen, Elaine Gaustad,  

     Aaron Manteufel,  Breanna Thomson 

17- Anja Guelzow 

18-Todd Buckley, Kimberley Helgeson, Robert Moore,  

      Carol Reynen 

19-Carissa Marko, Otto Peak 

20-Michael Baker, Stacy Erickson, Judith Kneer, Suzanne Kulig,  

      Connie Lee, Linda Wekkin, Ann Wessel 

21-Kaitlyn Bunkelman, Dustin Grunwald, Jonathan Lentz 

22-Loren Bryhn, Teresa Holmes, Jodi Miller, Clarice Reitz,  

      Dayne Sell 

23-John Carlson, Lorraine Fleming, Jeanne Grambo, 

      Rebecca Gunnes, Joseph Knight, Jessica Loken,  

      Miriam Robertson, Lisa Wolf 

24-Shirley Barnes, LaMoine Robertson, Madison Steuerwald,  

      Victor Wekkin 

25-Sara Berg, Justin Carlson, Lucas Larson, Dorothy Olson,  

      Paul Zeegers 

26-Allisa Hansen, Allen Holmstrom, Bailee Larson,  

     Gideon Peak, Velda Schwartz 

27-Nicholas Bartholomew, Daniel Diesterhaft, Clay Engedal,  

      Marian Olson, Sean Sotka 

28-Olivia Lewis, Isaiah Muchow, Jamie Paape, Christian Restad,  

      Virginia Severson 

29-Linder Benson, Maria Cizek, Lorraine Norrish, Troy Terhark,  

      Madison Tosseth, Kimberley Winkelmann 

30-Emma Braatz, Debra DeLeo, Elena Hansen, Cheryl Jothen, 

      Jackson Moritz 

31-Sarah Graves, Brandon Miller, Amy Odgren, Kristen Raney,  
     Jeffrey Schultz 

 




