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Confirmation Sunday 

October 25th 

10:00am Worship 
 
 

Faith Projects presented @ 8:00am in 

the Assembly 

 

All Saints Sunday 

Sunday, November 1 

Join us in worship as we honor those 

saints who were called home by our 

heavenly Father over the past year. 

 

Service of Healing 
A Healing Service will be offered on 

Wednesday, November 11 at 7 p.m. 

in the Chapel. Do you need a time-

out? Do you desire health for you or 

someone you love? Come pray and 

sing on November 11. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship 
Wednesday, November 25, 7:00pm 

at First Lutheran 
 

We welcome our brothers and sisters 

from Grace Lutheran as we gather in 

worship to give thanks for the Lord‟s 

bounty in our lives, our community, 

and our world. 
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Some thoughts by Pastor Scott 
 

 I have always been a big fan of evaluation. I believe that most congregations go from year to year spending very little time 

evaluating the direction they want to go, or if what they are doing is reaching the intended outcomes. I often refer to one of the 

oldest mainline churches in the U.S., who in the early „90s initiated a program intended to grow the church under the title of:  

“Decade of Evangelism.” They wanted to stem the loss of membership that had relegated this once proud denomination to the 

margins of what is known as the “Oldline Churches” in the U.S. 

 What happened during the Decade of Evangelism? They lost a third of their membership! Somewhere along the line someone 

should have evaluated this program and determined that whatever they had put in place wasn‟t working. Instead, they simply kept 

doing the same things expecting a different outcome.  

 The two key indicators in evaluating any church are:  Worship Attendance and Financial Strength. I am glad to report that we 

have been able, over the first nine months at First Lutheran, to slightly increase our worship attendance. While it is good to see this 

number going in the right direction, I know that as we continue to engage more people in the worship life of the congregation and 

focus on making our worship more compelling, we will notice a significant increase starting next year! 

 Financial strength is also a key indicator in evaluating a congregation. While we are very fortunate this year to have received a 

substantial gift, even without this gift we have been able to keep expenses in line with some minor changes that allowed us to be 

ahead of projected budget balances for this year. In the 2009 budget that was passed last January, it was predicted that at the end of 

August we‟d have a budget deficit of around $40,000. In fact, we are in the black! That is great news indeed. God has richly blessed 

us, and from this blessing we have been faithful to God by returning our gifts for God‟s work in and through First Lutheran. 

 What do these two key indicators reveal? They tell us that the leadership in this organization has placed emphasis on those 

areas that impact vitality, and they are:  

1. Promoting a vision and purpose for the congregation: Our Mission Plan 

2. Making special efforts recruiting and training lay leaders to engage in meaningful roles within the congregation, and 

that doesn‟t mean on a committee, but in actual ministry where they are given the freedom to live out their gifts. 

3. The Pastors spending most of their time in leadership development equipping others to engage in the mission of the 

church. 

Vitality is directly linked to Lay Leadership Development. This will continue to be an emphasis as we move into the development 

of BeFriender Ministry in this place. For now, all we can say is, “Praise God from whom all Blessings Flow!” 
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The Parish Nurse Ministry 
 

¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ.  A parish nurse is a 
professional member of the ministerial team, who combines professional nursing expertise with theological concepts to facilitate the 
healing mission of the church.  Our parish nurse ministry, led by Geri Long, is a great example of how we are reaching out to others to 
help meet their physical, emotional and spiritual needs. 
 

Through this ministry, we are: 

 wŜŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ άǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭέ  ό [ǳƪŜ фΥнύ 

 Striving to help each other to realize an abundant life, as promised to all believers in Christ. (John 10:10) 

 Reaffirming and supporting the journey toward wholeness by acknowledging the interrelationship of the body, mind and spirit. 
If you, a friend, or loved one are having health concerns, needing supportive serviŎŜǎΣ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎΩ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΧƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ bǳǊǎŜΣ DŜǊƛ [ƻƴƎΣ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ social and 
spiritual need areas.  The First Lutheran Foundation fully funds the Parish Nurse Ministry of First Lutheran Church. This extraordinary 
ministry blesses both our congregation and the wider community. 
 

**Reference First Lutheran Website 
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First Lutheran Church 
1005 Oxford Avenue 
Eau Claire, WI 54703-5394 
www.First-Lutheran.org 
715-832-8321 
715-832-0999 Fax 
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 
{Ŏƻǘǘ aƛƭƭŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦPastor 

smiller@first-lutheran.org 
 

[ƻǿŜƭƭ IŀƭǾƻǊǎƻƴΧΧ±ƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ 
lhalvorson@first-lutheran.org 

 

DŜǊƛ [ƻƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧParish Nurse 
glong@first-lutheran.org 

Mark Miller...............................Office Manager 

mmiller@first-lutheran.org 

Wƻŀƴ bŜƭǎƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ.ƻƻƪƪŜŜǇŜǊ 
jnelson@first-lutheran.org 

 
First Word is published six times per year.  Deadline for articles 
is the 15

th
 of every other month. Electronic format is preferred. 

Please send e-mail articles and First Word announcements to 
mmiller@first-lutheran.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word 
 

(ÅÒÅ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎȣ 
We rejoice in the baptism  ÏÆȣ  
Aidan Amaya, Grant Byrd, Isaiah 
Muchow, Jack Hundt, Abigail Sikora 
 

 

We express sympathy to family 
ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆȣ  
Margaret Sekelsky, Armond Hoehn 
 

 
Peace be with you.  

Newsletter Subscriptions 
 
bŜȄǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎΣ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƳŜǘƘƻd of 

delivery will change from paper to electronic. We 
encourage you, our faithful readers, to help us practice 
good environmental stewardship by reading this 
newsletter online instead of receiving a paper copy in 
the mail. Over 100 readers have already made this 
transition, and for this they have our sincere thanks. But 
100 is not nearly enough! This message is for the 
remaining 733 readers who still receive a paper copy. 
 Beginning with the April / May 2010 issue, 
paper copies of First Word will be available by 
subscription only. Paper copies will still be provided 

free-of-charge to those who choose this option.  
 We request that you contact the church office 
to inform us of your choice of an online or a paper 
newsletter by the deadline of Monday, March 23, 2010. 
Paper copies of the February / March issue of First Word 
will include a postage-paid postcard that may be used to 
tell us your choice of online or paper for future issues.  

IF WE DO NOT RECEIVE YOUR ANSWER by March 
23rd then we will automatically place your name in the 
ΨƻƴƭƛƴŜΩ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ 
newsletter in the regular mail. 
 Please Note: You may resume your paper 
subscription at any time, free-of-charge, by contacting 
the church office. 
 

Thank you for doing your part to reduce 
CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊΗ 

http://www.first-lutheran.org/
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org


 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word 
 

From the Parish Nurse. . .  
Flu Prevention ς What Can You Do? 

This year there is concern with the seasonal influenza that we deal with each winter and the H1N1 influenza 
virus.Prevention is very important: 

 Get a flu shot ς a Flu Shot Clinic (offering seasonal flu vaccine) will be held on Sunday, November 8 from 9 a.m. ς 12 
noon in the Lounge. 

 Practice good hand hygiene - wash your hands as often as possible using soap and water for 15-20 seconds. Use hand 
sanitizer when soap and water are not available and in between hand washings. 

 Be physically active and get plenty of sleep. 

 Manage your stress. 

 Drink plenty of fluids and eat nutritious food. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

 Cover your cough. 

 Stay home if you have flu-like symptoms ς fever of 100 degrees; and cough or sore throat. Remain at home until you 
are fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications. 

Practicing these good health habits can help you and your family stay healthy and stop the spread of germs! 
For more information, visit the following websites:  www.cdc.gov, www.flu.gov, www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov. (By the 
ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ά.Ŝ wŜŀŘȅ 9ŀǳ /ƭŀƛǊŜέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǳld be up and running as well!) If you do not have 
access to the internet, call the Eau Claire City-County Health Department (839-4718), Great Rivers Information and 
Referral Line (dial 2-1-1), a professional health care provider, local clinic, hospital, or contact Geri Long, our parish nurse 
(glong@first-lutheran.org, 832-8321). 

 

Deacon Ministry Training 
A brief training session for those interested in becoming deacons 
is scheduled for Tuesday, October 20

th
 ƛƴ CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 

Assembly. Would you like to become involved in this active 
ministry of reaching out to our nursing home residents and 
homebound members? If so, consider volunteering for this 
important ministry of providing monthly visits and the sacrament 
of Holy Communion to members who are unable to come to 
worship. If you are interested in becoming involved in this vital 
ministry, have questions about this ministry, or are interested and 
are unable to attend the training session, please contact Judy 
Kneer, Deacon Ministry Coordinator (832-8202) or the Church 
Office (832-8321). 
 

A Deacon Ministry Gathering   
On Tuesday, October 27, a special evening is being planned for 
our Deaconsτthose members of our congregation who provide a 
monthly visit and the sacrament of Holy Communion to our 
homebound and nursing home residents. If you are currently 
serving as a deacon (or have served in the past or are considering 
serving in the future), please join Judy Kneer, Deacon Ministry 
Coordinator; Pastors Scott Miller and Lowell Halvorson, and Geri 
Long, Parish Nurse for an evening of fellowship and learning in the 
Assembly. A light meal will be served at 6 p.m., the pastors will 
briefly speak with the group at 6:45 p.m. followed by a 
presentation at 7 p.m. ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
deacons for this special event! Please sign up on the sheet located 
outside of the Church Office or call the Church Office (832-8321) if 
you plan to attend. Sign-up deadline is Sunday, October 25. 

 
 

 

 

Health Care Events 

Foot and Nail Care Clinic 
The next Foot and Nail Care Clinic will be on Friday, 
October 16 in the Assembly. This free clinic is open to 
anyone, but is ideal for older adults and people with 
diabetes. The services are provided by registered 
nurses who are participating in a foot and nail care 
continuing education course through UW-Eau Claire.  
Appointments need to be made by calling UW-Eau 
Claire Continuing Education at 836-3636 beginning 
Monday, October 5. 

Family Caregiver Support Group 
Mondays, October 19 and November 16  from 2 ς 
3:30 p.m. in the Norway Room. This informal 
discussion group is designed to provide information 
and support for those who are caring for an older 
friend or relative. For more information, contact Lisa 
Wells at the Aging and Disability Resource Center 
(839-4735), Geri Long, our parish nurse (glong@first-
lutheran.org; 832-8321) or pick up a brochure 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ DŜǊƛΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

Blood Pressure Clinic 
Sunday, October 11 from 9:30 ς 11:15 a.m. in the 
Assembly. Stop in and have your blood pressure 
checked or discuss a health concŜǊƴΦ  LǘΩǎ free! 

Thank you to the registered nurse volunteers who 
make these clinics possible! 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.flu.gov/
http://www.pandemic.wisconsin.gov/
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
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First Word 
 

Youth and Family News 
 

MARK your Calendar! 
Nov. 25th, Dec. 2nd, Dec. 23rd, & Dec. 30th 

No Connections Meals, Family Worship, Education or Youth Choirs 
Feb. 17th Ash Wednesday ɀ No Education 

March 31st No Connections Meals, Family Worship, Education 
or Youth Choirs 

More Youth and Family Fun 
Christmas Caroling and Pizza, Sunday 
December 6

th
.  Save the Date and watch 

your Sunday announcements for details! 

Milestone Ministry Classes are designed for 

children and their parents/grandparents to learn about faith 
together. Parents are the #1 ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
faith development! Participating in Milestone Ministry 
Classes offers parents hands-on opportunities to help their 
children learn about faith development and teach parents 
new ways to nurture faith at home. 
Please make sure that one or both parents or grandparents 
can attend the Milestone Ministry Class with their child.  
These classes will help you and your child grow in your faith.   

 

3rd Graders & Parents 
Please join us for άhǇŜƴƛƴƎ hǳǊ .ƛōƭŜέ on Saturday, 
October 31

st
 from 9-11am.  We will start with an hour of 

Bible instruction and finish the morning making tye-dye 
Bible bags.  Third graders will receive their Bibles during 
the 10:00am Worship on November 8

th
. 

 
 
 

First Lutheran Youth 
All students in grades 9-12 are invited to join us on Sunday 

mornings at 9:20am in the Youth Area for a half hour of 

conversation, snacks, and laughs as we just try to figure out 

where we all fit into this world that God has created! 

 
 
 

6th, 7th , 8th, & 9th Graders & Parents 
ñBuilding Leadersò Milestone Class will be held 

Saturday October 17th from 1-3 pm.  As a family you 

learn of opportunities for you to serve in W orship.  
Your family will also serve in Worship on the 18 th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 
 

Those Baptized 

in 2009 

3 y.o. 

4 y.o. 

Kindergarten 

Grade 1 

Grade 2 

Grade 3 

Grade 4 

Grade 5 

Grade 6, 7, 8 

Grade 9 

Grade 12 

Milestone 

Baptism 
 

Bibles @ 8:30a.m. 

Touch & See My Church 

Prayers 

Ten Commandments 

First Communion 

Bibles 

Lord‟s Prayer 

Stewardship in Families 

Building Leaders 

Confirmation 

Graduation 

 

Date 
 

January 10, 2010 

 

November 8, 2009 

December 13, 2009 

February 28, 2010 

March 14, 2010 

April 11, 2010 

November 8, 2009 

May 2, 2010 

February 7, 2010 

October 18, 2009 

October 25, 2009 

June 6, 2010 

3 Year Olds & 
Parents  

ñB-I -B-L-Eò 
Milestone class will 

be held on 
November 4th from 

6-6:50 pm in the 

lounge.  Parents will 
bring God's Word to 

life through reading 
a Story Bible to 

their child.  These 
Bibles will be given 

to the children 

during Worship on 
November 8 th  @ 

8:30 am . 



 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word 
 

Baptism Class - Saturday, 11/21@ 9:30 a.m. 
If you are preparing to have your child baptized in the 
next 3 months, have had a child baptized in the past 9 
months or would like to learn more about passing on the 
faith to your child between the ages of 0-3, please plan to 
attend this class.  To sign up, please contact Val Logan @ 
vlogan@first-lutheran.org or @ 832-8321. 

W.O.W - ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΧThis family 

Worship Service is lead by the Youth of First Lutheran. All 
youth are encouraged to participate in leading Worship 
through music. Not interested in leading music? Try a 
puppet skit or leading prayer. You can be involved as 
much or as little as you would like. Everyone is Welcome!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Tye-5ȅŜ ŀƴŘ LŎŜ /ǊŜŀƳ bƛƎƘǘΧ  
Friday, November 13

th
 @ 7:00 pm.  Bring an item you 

would like to tye-dye along with your favorite topping for 
ice cream! Join us for an evening of MESSY FUN!  Wear 
OLD clothes.  EVERYONE is Welcomed!  Please Sign up! 

 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΧ¢ƻ 
EVERYONE who has helped with our Connections 

Ministry!  We are off to a very exciting start and I am 
thrilled with all the volunteers and support we have 
received!  Communication is so important; therefore I 
need your input on what is working and what is not for 
you.  You may contact me at church 832-8321 or 
vlogan@first-lutheran.org.   
Val Logan, Director of Student Ministry   

ATTN: Senior High YOUTH!  Mark your 

ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ {ǘƻŎƪΧ November 6-8th at the Ramada 
Inn in Eau Claire.  This convention will feature Peder Eide 
όLΩŘύΦ tŜŘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ 
and the church as a full-time national singer/songwriter 
and speaker. Peder ministers to over 100,000 students a 
year throughout all of North America at national 
gatherings, festivals, conferences, conventions, concerts, 
and churches. His love for young people fuels his ministry 
with the desire to encourage, challenge, and motivate 
people to a closer walk with Jesus Christ.   
Watch for more details after October 5th! 

 
 

Our first several weeks of preschool went really 

well!  We met lots of new friends, played games, 

sang songs and had fun! 

We have two field trips planned for this fall.  

During September we will visit ôBushel and a Peck 

Apple Orchardó in Chippewa Falls. Weõll tour the 

facility, go on a wagon ride, and pick apples.  Later 

in October we will visit òPleasant Valley Tree 

Farmsó.  The tour includes a corn maze, straw bale 

tunnel, pumpkin catapult, boun ce houses, and many 

other activities.  

On October 28 and 29 we will have a Noahõs 

Ark Party.  The preschoolers will dress -up as 

animals that were on Noahõs Ark.  Parents and 

friends are invited to a story time at 9:15.  

 Bev Leonard is teaching our 2 1/2 yea r old 

class on Mondays and Wednesdays.  Barb Brandner 

is teaching our three year old classes on 

Mondays/Wednesdays and Tuesdays/Thursdays.  

We do have a few openings.  Call the church at 

832 -8321 for more information.  
 

Barb Brandner  

Preschool Director/Teac her  

 

/ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΧΦΦBIBLE  BUDDIES! 
Bible Buddies is a program designed to pair an adult 

reader with a child who would like to be read to.  Adults of 
all ages are invited to read to children from 4

th
 grade  to 3 

years old, on the second Sunday of each month, beginning 
Sunday, November 8. On the 8

th
, 3 year olds and 3

rd
 

graders will be given the SPARK Story Bible at the 8:30am 
service. What a great way to introduce those children and 
all others from First to the exciting stories and characters 
of the Bible! 

Bible Buddies will meet from 9:30 ς 9:50 am each 
time, so that some families can come early, enjoy some 
refreshments and then attend the 10:00am service. 
Children are welcome to bring their Bibles each month, 
ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎes will be 
available for use. 

Parents are invited to participate, but are also free 
to socialize with other adults during the Bible Buddies 
ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ  CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
adults and youth to connect with each other and with 
DƻŘΩǎ Word. Watch for sign-up sheets. 
Questions??  Contact Lynn Fering ς 835-4130 
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First Word 
 

Council Comments 
    The last few years have been challenging for First. Perhaps 

the most significant challenge was managing the loss of two highly 

regarded pastors. First Lutheran continues to mourn those losses. 

While Pastor Kerr and Pastor Elmquist filled in admirably, there 

was a period of uncertainty as we waited for new leadership. That 

is now in the past and new leadership is in place. During 2009, the 

Council has worked diligently with Pastor Miller on a wide range 

of issues to help prepare First Lutheran for the future.   

     Central to the success of our enterprise is the development of 

a cohesive staff with an efficient division of responsibilities. We 

feel that good progress has been made on this front. This time of 

transition has been stressful for the staff too, so it is important that 

all church members be supportive of them as they work with us to 

make First a dynamic place of worship, mission, and outreach in 

our community.  

     As you know, the Council is also working on a ministry 

plan. The plan recognizes who we have been, who we are, and 

who we wish to be. The ministry plan will guide our actions for 

the next several years. As the plan takes shape and drafts are 

developed, we will need your input. Our initial study of the church 

has revealed two major issues that must be addressed:   

    The first issue becomes apparent when looking at our recent 

church statistics. During the last decade, our membership has 

drifted slightly higher. On the face of it, this is a good thing, and a 

situation for which many of our sister churches would wish. 

However, measures of member engagement paint a different 

picture. Worship attendance and the number of members who 

contribute financially to the church‟s work have steadily declined 

during the period from 2004 to 2008. This situation must be 

addressed immediately. Working with staff, we have carefully 

examined each Sunday morning service with an eye to making the 

services as inviting, vibrant, and easy to navigate as possible. This 

has involved some experimentation, and will take us some time to 

get right, but the important thing is that we recognize the need for 

improvement and that the council and staff are working hard to 

address this need. We are also very excited about the opportunities 

our new Wednesday night programs will create for members of the 

church and our community to become involved here at First.     

 The second major issue facing this church is the condition of 

the mechanical systems of the church building (such as heating, 

electrical, and plumbing) which are well past their design 

lifetimes. The potential for these systems to fail unexpectedly and 

catastrophically is high. 

The need to address this issue will become increasingly urgent 

until it is resolved. We hope that by acting sooner rather than later 

we can update the facility and its infrastructure in a logical and 

planned sequence which will be as economical as possible for the 

church, and which will result in a facility that can expand and 

adapt to meet the future needs of this congregation.  

The council is thankful to have Pastor Miller‟s strategic vision and 

wide experience available as we approach these issues and 

prayerfully consider the best courses of action. We ask you to pray 

for the Council and for Pastor Miller as we move forward into our 

future together.                       

Yours in Christ, 

The Council of First Lutheran Church 

 

Adult Education on Mondays! 
 

With the events of the past month in the ELCA, this 

is a great time to have a conversation about Scripture 

and how we as Lutherans understand its vital role in 

the life of the church. 
 

Starting on October 12
th

 at 6:00 p.m. through 

November 9
th

 we will gather for: 
 

The Bible: Alive and Well! 

KEENAGERS: The Lyster lutefisk trip is November 

7th. We will be eating at 1 PM. After dinner we will drive 

to Rieck's Lake Park at Alma and stop at Nelson for ice 

cream on the way home. Cost of the meal and bus is 

$28. We will leave The Meadows at 11 and church at 

11:30. Invite your friends and family. Cost is based on a 

minimum of 45 people so we need to make that 

number. Deadline for signing up is October 11th. We must 

have your payment by October 11th also since tickets are 

being purchased that week.  
We are working out details for the Christmas dinner. 
Watch bulletins for further information.  

 

 

Dear Members of First, 
 

As many of you know, this is my internship year of 

seminary.  I was scheduled to do my internship at a two-

point parish in Scobey, Montana.  However, after the 

ELCA voted to accept the Social Statement on Human 

Sexuality at the churchwide assembly, the congregations 

decided to split from the ELCA.  Because of this I will no 

longer be doing my internship in Montana.  I will instead 

be completing internship at a shared ministry site in Berlin 

and Poy Sippi, Wisconsin (near Oshkosh) beginning 

October 1
st
.  I am excited about this new opportunity.  

Thank you for all of your prayers and support. 
 

Blessings, 

Matt Orendorff 
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MIDWIFE KITS--Thanks to those who contributed 

to and those who helped assemble the 81 Midwife Kits. The 
kits and other medical supplies go to Global Health Ministries 
in Minneapolis where they are sent to our Lutheran hospitals 
and clinics in the Third World. Supplies are needed all during 
the year as this is an ongoing project, not just in the fall. If 
you have crutches, orthopedic boots, splints, etc. left over 
from past "owies" please put them in the Bandages plastic 
tub near the elevator outside the Assembly. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word 
 

Preparation for Sale 
Mondays ς October 5, 12, 19 ς 9am to 5pm 
Sale Set-up 
Friday, October 23 ς 9am to 5pm 
Saturday, October 24 ς 9am to 5pm 
Sunday, October 25 ς 1pm to 4pm 
Monday, October 26 ς 9am to 7pm 
Tuesday, October 27 ς 9am to 7pm 
Wednesday, October 28 ς 9am to 7pm 
Thursday, October 29 ς 9am to 7pm 
Friday, October 30 ς 9am to 7pm 
Sale Days 
Saturday, October 31 ς 8am to 4pm 
Sunday, November 1 ς 9am to 11am 
Monday, November 2 ς 7am to 6 pm 
Cleanup 
Saturday, October 31 ς 3pm to 5pm 
Sunday, November 1 ς 9am to 11am 
Monday, November 2 ς 5pm to 6pm 
Tuesday, November 3 ς 9am to 5pm 
Wednesday, November 4 ς 9am to 5pm (if necessary) 
 

Regular Workdays for a future sale will resume the 
following Monday 9am-5pm 

 

   All ladies are invited to our Women of First Gatherings on the 

first Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm.  Each gathering begins 

with meal, which gives us time to chat with old friends and meet 

new ones. Then we have a few announcements and a 

presentation. Please plan on joining us for an evening of food, 

fun and fellowship. 

   On Tuesday, October 6, we will have a 45 minute presentation 

about Katie Luther. This promises to be very informative and 

uplifting, and comes highly recommended. We are really excited 

that Sharyl Miller has agreed to share her talents with us. 

   On Tuesday, November 3, Lloyd Shephard will show his slides 

on China. Lloyd's presentation has been suggested by several 

folks and they all rave about it. We will also have a short 

Thankoffering service, so please remember your Thankoffering 

boxes! We hope to see YOU there! 

 

Saturday, October 31st 
 -Kitchen opens at 7am 
 -Hot cinnamon rolls and coffee served  
 -Numbers to enter sale given 
 -Sale runs from 8am to 4pm 

-Kitchen serving hot pork plate, 50-cent 
 hot dogs and fresh apple crisp 

Monday, November 1st 
 -Sale from 9am to 11am 
Tuesday, November 2nd 
 -Sale from 7am to 6pm 
There is much to do before, during & after the sale.  Signup 
sheets are by the church office.  100% of the proceeds 
from the Miracle Sale will go to the following causes: 
 Bolton Refuge House 
 Chippewa Valley Free Clinic 
 Feed My People 
These agencies are grateful to you for your donations and 
help. 
 

First Lutheran needs MANY HANDS to make this happen. 
First Lutheran has been there for those in need before. 
First Lutheran will be there for them again. 
Keep this event and those who will benefit from it in your 
prayers. 

Mission of the Month 
For October, the Mission of the Month is Over-the-Counter 
(OTC) pain relievers for Children and Adults. Be sure there is a 
long expiration date on them. These will be taken to Malawi 
for use of people there. Place these items in the red Mission 
of the Month bin below the stairway leading to the Assembly. 
All collections for this year are ongoing, so continue to bring 
items any time. Thanks for your help. 
The Women of First would like to invite you to create a prayer 
shawl as part of our Mission of the Month in November. A 
prayer shawl not only warms the body but also comforts the 
soul. You can knit a shawl for those in need and those 
celebrating life's joy. The book "Knitting into the Mystery" can 
give you directions on how to knit the shawl or you can find 
them on the Women of First board outside the lounge. If you 
have questions please contact Bonnie Thalacker at 833-0722.  
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First Word 
 

October 
 1-James Onarheim, Jeffrey Sikora 

 2-Laura Johnson, Nathan Lee 

3-Adriana Amaya, Kathryn Fjelstad, Loreen Yager, 

  Annette Truslow, Emma Pedersen 

 4-Mike Paulson Jr., Ashley Peterson, Marylin Howard, 

 W    William Karker, Elaine Englesby, Samuel Stillman, 

   Thelma Erickson, Cynthia Nicolai, Cole Olson, 

   David Sather, Ryan Barby 

5-Griffin Gartzke, Thomas Hanson, Gail Solberg 

6-Travis Miller, Cade Richard, Donald Johnson 

 7-David Running, Kaia Lund, Jerry Hoehn 

 8-Andrea Hermsen, Matthew Orendorff, Florence Chandler, 

   Garrett Mesang, Lois Hodgins, Charles Kwick, 

   Kris Hanson, Celeste Scola, Cassie Salter 

9-Alan Lowry, Alice Sabin, David Hoffe, Jameson Hurlburt 

 10-Norma Sather, Britt Holtorf, Lynnda Peterson, 

   Denise Shannon 

11-Leanne Lefebvre Larson, Lori Sobotta 

 12-Mary Lokken, Audrey Frandsen, Brenda Thalacker,  

  Lucille Anderson, George Wendt, Karen Roholt 

 13- LaVerne Nelson, Cashton Wojcik, Darsel Christenson 

 14-C. Dale Harrison 

 15-Payton Leisz, Connor Engen, Sara Grambo 

16-Noel Ness, Robert Bergh, Britta Odgren, 

  Chanene Paulson, Deanna Moore, Thomas Hotujec, 

  Nicholas Pedersen, Jeremy Hatleli 

 17-Vivian Hadt, Amanda Taylor, Stephanie Bartholomew 

 18-Megan Loesel, Samuel Becker 

 19-Melissa Richard 

 20-Steven Skeels, Marcia Novacek 

 21-Vern Skoug, Susan Anderson, Craig West 

 22-Blake Hamilton, Mary Folstad, Sheila Kirchoff,  

  Emily Schaefer 

 23-Patricia Pedersen, Betty Olson, Kristine Arndt, 

   Lois Skoug, Nicole Hurlburt, Remy Moua,  

  Gunner Lindquist 

 24-Eric Monson, Werner Ennen, Natalie Schwartz 

 25- Barbara Cizek, Ann Hoeppner 

 26-Diane Lowe 

 27-Delores Harrison, Virginia Betts, Nate Runge, 

   Esther Hjemboe, Kailey Hanson 

 28-Andrea Hayden, Trygve Gomsrud, Nicole Seelow,  

  Mary Balts, Heidi Smith, Jordan Engedal, 

   Susan Grambo, Dean Erickson 

29-Zachary Scola, Samantha Moore, Judith Flick 

30- Cole Benson, Stephanie Schemberger, 

  Brett Buckley, Melanie Balts, Mark Miller, 

  Millard Sivertson 

 31- Elaine Price, Robert Bogstad, Ashley Baumgarten, 

   Dustin Thompson 

 

November 
1- Tanya Marko 

2- Terry Gilbertson, Benjamin Schoeder, Skyler Chesnut, 

     Anessa Huff, Abrielle Van Dyke, Chelsea Ennen, 

     Aspen Chesnut, Gary Garnett 

3-Earnie Jones, Hannah Kreibich, Grace Kreibich 

4-Keith Nergaard, Lindsay Wangen, Joyce McFadden, 

    David Terhark, Blake Sikora 

5-Marion Stephenson, Helen Severson, Brett Schaefer, 

    Landon Alt 

6-Steve Odgren, Burnett Bernicke, Nicole Hoeppner, 

    Avannah Belden, Christine Judkins, 

    Norman Peterson, Mary Jo Hanson 

7-Gregory Solfest, Stephanie Snow, Ryan Moen, 

     Jerry Johnson, Margaret Gilbertson 

8-Gary Betts, Kendall Moritz, James Bunkelman 

9-Carol Korn, Helen Running, Belinda Miller, Vangie Fox 

10-Ashton Crowell, Ashley Skeels 

11-Kaelyn Hansen, Kelsey Lund, Sylvia Pederson, 

       Irvin Barby, Valerie Logan, Carol Kwick,  

      Varsha Lowe, Judith Jones 

12-Robert Erickson, JoAnn Smith, Lydia Haug, 

      Charilze Menard, Cheryl O‟Connell, Bruce Lee,  

      Gladys Hanson, Joan Anderson 

13-Tami Schmitt, Tonya Wegner, Richard Wold, 

       Janice Erickson, Elizabeth Drummond, Mark Leavell 

14-Wayne Andresen, Jacob Baker 

15-Elton Kelm, Thomas Raney, Heidi LaPoint, 

       Madelynn Logan, Gregory Hagman, Leann Breed, 

     Benjamin Zarins 

16-Annabel Jentlie, Alexander Nicholson,  

       Thomas Schwartz, Sally Nicholson 

17- Ruth Blom, Payton Perry, Emily Mentch 

18-Juliann Geissler, Mason Bounk, Markie Geske, Evan Vinopal 

19-Ronald Gullicksrud, Janet Drake, Mitchell Running, 

      Glen Mercier, Paige Bunkelman, 

      Mary Ann Christopherson 

20-Scott Miller, Mavis Wolf, Clifford Christenson 

21-William LaPoint, Jeffrey Kulig, Ruth Sather, 

       Ernest Johnson, Laura Karker 

22-Brian Wathke, Monica Comeau, Darren Hoeppner, 

       Robert Williams, Dave Staehling, Marlene Haugsby 

23-Amanda Lewis, Evelyn Krigsvold, Samuel Carr 

24-Rachel Turner, Jordan Buchholz, Mary Solfest,  

      Grady Larson, Joshua Thalacker 

25-Robin Menard, Nona Hanson, Nancy Moore,  

      Steven Smith, Marie Jentlie, Logan Berg 

26-DeLos Sather, Suzanne Crowell, Tamara Knudtson 

27-Madelyn Leisz, Jessica Smith, Ty Wiberg,  

       Barbara Brandt, Melanie Engen 

28-Carol I Anderson, Campbell Kapanke, 

       Janice Jankowski, Barbara Hagman 

29-Christa Dutter, Carole Everson 

30-Mark Orendorff, Jamie Solberg, Cole Truslow, 

       Gloria Donaldson, Allison Odgren, Karen Larson 

 



 

 

 

October 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Wednesday Evening CONNECTIONS Schedule 
 

1 
 
 6:00-9:30p  First Aid 
            Class 

2 3 
 2:00p Knox/Schindler 
       Wedding 

4 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 10-11:30a Parish Nurse   
         Office Hours  
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 

5 
 9a-5p Miracle Sale 
      Work Group 
 
 5p Thrivent 

6 
 6:45a Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 5:30p WOF Board 
 6:30p WOF Meeting 

7   
1p Social Action 
 See Wednesday evening 

CONNECTIONS schedule 

6:50-7:30p Youth Praise 
 7-8:30p First Light 

8 
 5:30p Chippewa Valley 
Chapter Women of the 
        ELCA 

9 
 
 6:30p Ager 
Association 
       meeting 

10 
 уŀ  aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
      Breakfast at 
 Old Country Buffet 

  
           

11 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 9:30-11:15a Blood Pressure 
       Screening 
  10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 
  2:00 Master Singers 
     Concert 

12 
 
 6p First Ring 
 7-8:30p First Light 
 7p Amnesty International 

13 
 6:45a Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 9a First Quilters 
 5:30p Business Mgmt. 
 7p Council Meeting 

14 
 See Wednesday evening 

CONNECTIONS schedule 

6:50-7:30p Youth Praise 

  

15 
 8:30a-4p Final Affairs 
 9:30-11a  Literacy  
          Volunteers 

16 
 9a-2:30p  
   Foot and Nail 
           Clinic 

17 
  
 мǇ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ 
   for 6th-9thgrade 
  students & parents 

18  Healing Services 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 10-11:30a Parish Nurse   
         Office Hours  
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 

19 First Serves Community Table 

 1p Faith Circle 
 1:30p Book Club 
 2-3:30p Family Caregivers 
 6p First Ring 
 7p Agape Circle 
 7-8:30p First Light 
 7:30p Hope Circle 

20 
 6:45a Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 9:30a Love Circle 
 2:30p Mercy Circle 
 сΥолǇ aƻƳΩǎ /ƭǳō 
 7p Foundation 

21   
 2p Peace/Praise Circle 

 
See Wednesday evening 
CONNECTIONS schedule 

6:50-7:30p Youth Praise 

  

22 
 
 9:30a  Joy Circle 

 

23 24 
 9:30a Confirmation  
     Rehearsal 

25 Reformation Sunday  
 Confirmation at 10:00am 
 8:00a Faith Projects  
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 10-11:30a Parish Nurse   
         Office Hours  
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 

26 
 
 6p First Ring 
 7-8:30p First Light 

27 
 6:45 Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 9a First Quilters 
 
 5-8:30p Deacon Ministry 

 

28 
  See Wednesday evening 
CONNECTIONS schedule 

 
 6:50-7:30p Joyful Noise 
 7:30-8:15p Youth Praise 

  

29 30 31 
 8:00a Miracle Sale 
 
 9-11:30a 3rd Grade 
    Bible Instruction 

4:15p Solid Rock Rehearsal 
5p Meal 
5:30-7p Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
5:40p Worship 
6-6:50p Education & Confirmation 
 

6:45-7:30p Jubilant Sound Rehearsal 
 
ü For Youth Music schedule, see individual Wednesdays below. 
ü For First Light rehearsal days and times, check the calendars. 



 

 

November 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 All Saints Sunday 
 Daylight Savings  Time Ends 

 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 10-11:30a Parish Nurse   
         Office Hours  
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 

2 
 9a Keenagers Board  
     Meeting 
 6p First Ring 
 7-8:30p First Light 
 Miracle Sale Cleanup 

3  Miracle Sale Cleanup 

 6:45a Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 12p Miracle Sale Lunch 
 5:30p WOF Board 
 6:30p WOF Meeting 

4  
 
12p Miracle Sale Lunch 
 1p Social Action 
 

See Wednesday evening 
CONNECTIONS schedule 

 

5 6 7 

8 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 9:20a Fellowship 
 9-Noon Flu Shot Clinic 
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 
 2-4p Piano Recital 

9 
 
 6p First Ring 
 7-8:30p First Light 
 7p Amnesty 
      International 

10 
 6:45 Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 9a First Quilters 
 5:30p Business Mgmt. 
 7p Council Meeting 

11  ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
 

See Wednesday evening 
CONNECTIONS schedule 

 
 7:05p Healing Service 

    

12 13 
 
 7p Family Tie-Dye 
        Night 

14 
 уŀ aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
 Breakfast at 
 Old Country Buffet 
  
 10-11:30a Worship 
 Assistant Training 

15 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 10-11:30a Parish Nurse   
         Office Hours  
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 

16First Serves CommunityTable 

 1p Faith Circle 
 1:30p Book Club 
 2-3:30p Family Caregivers 
 6p First Ring 
 7p Agape Circle 
 7-8:30p First Light 
 7:30 Hope Circle 

17 
 6:45 Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 9:30a Love Circle 
 2:30p Mercy Circle 
 сΥолǇ aƻƳΩǎ /ƭǳō 
 7p Foundation 

 

18  
 
2p Peace/Praise Circle 

 
See Wednesday evening 
CONNECTIONS schedule 

 

19 
 9:30a-12p Parish Nurse 
  At άThe Meadowsέ 
 
 9:30a Joy Circle 

20 21 
 9:30a Baptism Class 

22 Christ the King Sunday 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 10-11:30a Parish Nurse   
         Office Hours  
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 

23 
 
 6p First Ring 
 7-8:30p First Light 

24 
 6:45 Prayer Group 
 9a Staff Meeting 
 9a First Quilters 

 

25  No Preschool,  

  Wednesday Meal,  
 Education, or Music 
     Activities 

 7p Thanksgiving Eve 
     Service @ First 

26 Thanksgiving 
  

 Church Office 
        Closed 
 

    No Preschool 

27 28 
 8a WOF set up  
    Christmas trees 

29 
 8:30a Traditional Worship 
 10-11:30a Parish Nurse   
         Office Hours  
 10a Contemporary Worship 
 11:15a Chapel Service 

30 
 
 6p First Ring 
 7-8:30p First Light 

Wednesday Evening CONNECTIONS Schedule 

 

4:15p Solid Rock Rehearsal 
5p Meal 
5:30-7p Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
5:40p Worship 
6-6:50p Education & Confirmation 
 

6:45-7:30p Jubilant Sound Rehearsal 
6:50-7:30p Joyful Noise Rehearsal 
 7:30-8:15p Youth Praise Team Rehearsal 
 


