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CONNECTIONSΧΦ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ![[ 
people with God, Family and Each Other. 
  
First Lutheran is EXCITED to offer our NEW Ministry on 
Wednesday evenings. During this time we will have 
opportunities for children, youth and adults in 
Drama/Arts, Education, Music and Fellowship.   
 

4:15pm ς 5:00pm Solid Rock, Puppets, 
Drama and Dance 

 5:00pm ς 5:40pm Dinner 
 5:40pm ς 5:55pm Worship 
 6:00pm ς 6:50pm Education for ALL Ages 
  

 Music Ministry 
5:30pm ς 7:00pm Chancel Choir 

 6:50pm ς 7:30pm Jubilant Sound 
 6:50pm ς 7:30pm Youth Choirs 
 

Please attend RALLY DAY on September 13th for sign-
up and details of ALL involvement available at FIRST 
LUTHERAN. 

 

 

 

First Lutheran / Grace Lutheran 
Pool Party  

 

Sunday, August 16th 

6 ï 8 pm 

Fairfax Pool 
EVERYONE is invited to attend! 

 

If Fairfax Pool closes due to bad weather,  

party will be cancelled. 

Calling ALL Adults and Confirmed 
¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀǘ CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΧΦ 
 As we begin CONNECTIONS on 
Wednesday evenings I am looking for 
volunteers of all ages!  Volunteers are 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ 
Confirmation Ministry, Prayer Partners and 
small group leaders for youth and adults.  
Volunteers are also needed for sewing 
Milestone Ministry gifts along with help in 
preparing/serving meals and leading 
Worship on Wednesday evenings. Listen 
for how God is Calling YOU! Please contact 
Val Logan at vlogan@First-Lutheran.org 
 

 

ΨBlessing of the BackpackΩ 
Milestone Celebration 
Sunday, September 13th  
@ 10:00 am Worship 
ALL Students are invited to come with their 
backpacks or another kind of student bag for 
a blessing. The blessing of the backpacks will 
include students, parents, and other 
caregivers to be present for recognition and 
for prayers. Every parent wants his or her 
child to have all the advantages possible for 
a good education. This year, that includes a 
blessing. 

 

September 13th Χ w![[¸ 5!¸ 
 

Worship 
 8:30 am Traditional Worship 
 10:00 am Contemporary Worship 

W/Blessing of the Backpacks 
and Education Volunteers 

 11:00 am Chapel Service 
 

Ministry Fair and Picnic following the 10:00 
am Worship.    

 

LABEL 

http://www.first-lutheran.org/
mailto:vlogan@First-Lutheran.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Word  
 

Hospital and Long -term Care Visitation . . . 

Is an important part of our pastoral care 
ministry.  With current privacy laws we often 
depend on family and friends to let us know 
when loved ones are hospitalized and would like 
to be visited.  We would appreciate it too, if the 
Church Office is notified when a loved one is 
admitted to an assisted living residence, 
rehabilitation unit, or nursing home.  We are all 
ministers to each other! 

 

Some thoughts  by Pastor Sc ott  
 

 The actions awaiting the bi-annual gathering of Lutherans in the Twin Cities prompts me to do 
something I really do not like to do ɀ venture into the issues surrounding sexuality. We are entering what 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱthe summer of our discontentȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ %,#!Ȣ I have been listening to the 
conversations surrounding sexuality for a long, long time. The processes that have brought us to this place 
have not created an environment of mutual trust and respect but have lead to antagonism, pitting one group 
ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ Á Ȱ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÌÏÓÅÒÓȱ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÆÅÌÌÏ× #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓȢ  
 I want to start by saying that I love the church. I believe being a Lutheran makes a difference. While I 
have not always been a big fan of decisions made at the synod or national level, I still love the Lutheran 
Church. I have made many friends over the twenty-five years I have been in the ordained ministry. They are 
all a part of the wonderful mosaic that makes the church dynamic. In conversations I find that many are 
people with whom I share a lot in common, and others are people with whom I disagree over almost 
everything, but we are all still dear friends.   
 I have been very active in the Lutheran Church my whole life. I was a part of the initial movement 
that challenged the practice of making communion the prize for those completing confirmation. People were 
adamant that if we moved communion to 5th grade (or lower) it would be the end of the church. All our 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÁÌÃÏÈÏÌÉÃÓȟ ÏÒ ×ÏÒÓÅ ÙÅÔȟ ×ÅȭÄ Âe confused with being Catholic! 
 I was a part of the debate over the ordination of women that took place at the end of the 60ȭs and the 
early part of the 70ȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ×ÁÓ ÑÕÏÔÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× Ȱ×ÏÍÅÎ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÕÔÈority over 
ÍÅÎȢȱ It was always interesting to me that in this case we wanted to be just like the Catholics! It was also the 
ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ) ÈÅÁÒÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ Á ×ÏÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÏÒÄÁÉÎÅÄȟ )ȭÍ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇȢȱ 
 It really struck a nerve in me that someone would believe that leaving was an appropriate response 
to not getting their way. It has become a repeated theme, not only in the church, but in our culture. It seems 
ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÎÙ ÄÉÓÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȟ Ȱ,ÏÖÅ ÉÔ ÏÒ ÌÅÁÖÅȦȱ  
 I have no idea what will happen in August. What I do know with complete certainty is that on the day 
after, regardless of the outcome, I will continue to support, work in, and uphold the church I love.   
 I know people who have left. Some have left because they cannot imagine a church that would 
continue to withhold the office of the ordained ministry from someone otherwise qualified simply because 
he or she is gay. I know of others who have left because they cannot imagine a church that would ever allow 
a gay person to be considered for ordination.  
 I understand fully that the Lutheran Church is not poorer for folks leaving; the people are poorer for 
leaving the ELCA. In the waters of baptism I entered into a covenant, a marriaÇÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ 
When people make a decision to leave, they are not leaving a church structure, a form of church government, 
or some nebulous people living in Chicago; they are leaving family.  Can we find a way to stay committed to a 
family even when we disagree?  

 

August 
 1-Mary Kay Losby, Marlene Yarrington, Melani Orendorff, 

 Joshua Wathke, Nicole Owen 
 2-Dorothy Buchholz, Jason Frye, Melissa Bushendorf, 

 Samuel Larson, William Peterson 
 3-Janet Oliver, Jennifer Market, Kimberly Balts,  

 Grace Thompson 
 4-Elaine Graham, Roger Flaten, Marvin Lunde,   

 Jonathan Jentlie, Wyatt Thomson, Arissa Frazier,  
 Kallie Walz 
5-Ryan Heath, Elizabeth Kulig, Jacob Kulig, Sara Vinopal, 
  Veronica Couillard, Nicole Osterud 
6-Tonya Schlageter, Kathryne Pederson, Kristine Brenden, 
  Dennis Nielsen 

 7-Shannon Guelzow, Kyle Moldenhauer 
 8-Marian Solomakos, Therese Rippley, Kate Fjelstad,  
  John Solfest 

9-Gloria Bryhn, Stacy Franzwa, Jacob Zarins, Kala Beaver, 
 Sarah Larson, Joseph Leisz 

 10-Roger Skoug, Kathy Lahner, Melissa Perkovich,  
  Brady Baumgarten 

11-Adelaide (Bunny) Farmer, Jessica Breed, Ryan Balts, 
  Chad Wing 

 12-John Berg, Kirstin Lund 
 13- Carol M. Anderson, Cheryl Olson, Anthony Olson,  
  Emily Helstrom, Jody Janish 
 14-Abby Wiberg 
 15-Kermit Walker, Dorothy Running, LuAnn Miller,  
  Greg Huse, Danny Judkins, Lori Roholt, Berit Breed 

16-Wesley Paulson, Kristi Clumpner, Daniel Turner, 
  Alexander Raney 

 17-David Arneson, Cindy Buckli, Karen Smith 
 18-Ken Schlageter, Jessica Moore 
 19-Ed Barber, Janet Hadt, Kaylee Finken, Carter Drake 
 20-Carol Gomsrud 
 21-Miriam Hansen, Timothy Becker, Patti Barby,  
  Michael Holtorf, Cindy Janish, John Vinopal 
 22-Lona Johnson, Shelly Torgerson, Joshua Smidt, David 

Priest, Katherine Hanson, Endre Lund,  
  Christopher Tabor 
 23-Helen Jorgenson, David Cizek, Susan Frei, Julie Flom, John 

Thomson, Lyndsey Balts, Damian Kirchoff,  
  Ka Bao Xiong 
 24-Brian Larson, Lori Rogness 
 25- Elaine Moore, Quentin Smith, Julie Carr,  
  Brenda Schaefer, Nathan Cizek, Amber Drummond,  
  Jordyn Hagman, Joy Hall, Michelle Urlaub 
 26-Suzanne Smith, Scout Umnus, Jennifer Welter 
 27-Phoebe Peterson, Robert McFadden, Dennis Larson, 

Gregg Helstrom, Tore Baker, Angel Johnson,  
  Kyle Schultz, Jennifer Royce, Henry Miller 
 28-Gloria Spindler, John Panzigrau, Michael Paape, 

 Scott Rezarch, David Bounk, Emily Christensen 
29-Fran Teyen, Karla Holtorf, Joseph Snyder, Ryan Schultz, 
  Dallace Adkins 

 30- Grant Patenaude 
 31- Rebecca Hotujec, Eric Snow 

 

September 
1- Samuel Paape, Roland T. Olson 
2- George Severson, Tricia Franswa, John Crossman 
3-Lester Larson, Norman Anderson, Gloria Williams, 
  Guy Logan, Mari Sue Orendorff 
4-Betty Vitek, Lynn Fering, Kayla Shoemaker,  
  Samuel Barby, Jr., Chloe Schemberger,   
6-Bernice Borton, Jeanne Christeson, Nancy Soley,  
  Chelsea Hodgins 
7-Larrie Olson, Mary Jo Amundson 
8-Bernice Koger, Jean Sivertson, Kay Garnett,  
  Nathan Christenson, Lukas Sotka, Hailey Wruck 
9-Darlene Garborg, Danielle Loesel, Ronald Rowlett 
10-Roger Engen, Avery Lentz 
11-Audrey Myhre, Jack Fjelstad, Teresa LaBerge,  
  Lucas Berg 
12-Vivian Landauer, Pamela Radcliff 
13-Chad Erickson 
14-Dawn Kremer, Mary Wampole, Donald Loken,  
  Erica Rivero, Kayla Wruck, Angelica Susen, 
  Mackenzie Swing 
15-Sylvia Schram, Richard Pederson, Kristen Wiley,  
  Steven Stillman, McKenna Fawcett 
16-Ovila Nelson, Marion Ausman, Willard Korn,  
  Ronald Vehrs 
17- Emily Zeug-Robertson 
18-Kevin Balts, Roshelle Sather, Angelea Huff,  
  Jordan Borgen 
19-James Severson, Cynthia Wing-Reed 
20-Robert Donaldson, Linda Knott, Diane Parr,  
  Joseph Johnson 
21-Nathan Rust, Nathan Ward, Amanda Olson,  
  Austin Franzwa, Cameron Osterude 
22-Bernard Nicolai, Jr., Bryan Hotujec, Bryan Field,  
  Austin Baker 
23-Dennis Wepler, Joel Breed, Katie Running 
24-Elaine Johnson, Megan Hotujec, Cassandra Lenhard,
   Tressa Forrest 
25-Willard Brill, Clarence Severson, David Gavin,  
  Brian Brunner 
26-Debra Finstead 
27-Gordon Roholt, Lynn Buckley, Thad Swing,  
  Anica Chesnut, Phillip Strozinsky 
28-Elaine Orendorff, Bee Peterson 
29-Rebecca Thompson 
30-Paul Kilde, Michael Kortness, Michael Ulberg 

 

We welcome Pastor Lowell Halvorson (ret.)  
ÁÓ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎȭÓ ÎÅ× 6ÉÓÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȢ -ÁÎÙ 
of you have already had the pleasure of 
meeting and speaking with Lowell. Pastor 
Halvorson grew up in rural North Dakota.  A 
graduate of Wartburg Seminary, he served 
congregations in Crosby, ND and Belmont, IA. 
We are most fortunate to have Lowell with us 
at First Lutheran, where he has been busy this 
summer visiting members of our community, 
leading worship and officiating at funerals. 
 



                                                   

Seminary Scholarships 

The First Lutheran Foundation proudly 
provides full tuition support for any 
congregation member enrolled in an ELCA 
seminary for the purpose of entering ordained 
minist ry. This support assists students who 
are lifted up by the congregation for pastoral 
leadership and benefits the whole church by 
training a pastor for the office of Word and 
Sacrament. Currently, the Foundation is 
supporting Matthew Orendorff, who just 
finished his second year at Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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First Lutheran Church 
1005 Oxford Avenue 
Eau Claire, WI 54703-5394 
www.First-Lutheran.org 
715-832-8321 
715-832-0999 Fax 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 
{Ŏƻǘǘ aƛƭƭŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦPastor 

smiller@first-lutheran.org 

 
DŜǊƛ [ƻƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧParish Nurse 

glong@first-lutheran.org 

Mark Miller...............................Office Manager 
mmiller@first-lutheran.org 

Wƻŀƴ bŜƭǎƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ.ƻƻƪƪŜŜǇŜǊ 
jnelson@first-lutheran.org 

 
Deadline for articles is the 15

th
 of every other month. Electronic 

format is preferred. Please send e-mail articles and First Word 
announcements to mmiller@first-lutheran.org 

 

(ÅÒÅ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎȣ 
7Å ÒÅÊÏÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÏÆȣ   
 

Sophia Cora Erickson, Noah Christopher 
Laber, Nicholas Stephen Bartholomew, 
Kaitlyn Ruth Bunkelman, Avannah Rein 
Belden, Ezekial Darren Belden 
 

We express sympathy to family 
ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆȣ  
 

Earl Running, Robert Vorpahl, Keith 
Helstrom, Harold Knudtson, Gladys Olson, 
Phyllis Gabriel, Viola Bolton 

 

Peace be with you.  

ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

Members of First Lutheran Church: From 1975 to 

1976, William Roman served First Lutheran as 

associate pastor. Roman recently resigned from the 

clergy roster of the ELCA because of a confessed 

sexual misconduct during the time he was at First 

Lutheran. If you wish to discuss this matter or any 

other concerns, you may contact Pastor Scott 

Miller or Bishop Duane Pederson at the synod 

office of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 

(bishop@nwswi.org, 715-234-3373). (This 

announcement is provided at the direction of the 

bishop and with the approval of the Congregation 

Council.) 

Service of Healing 

Our monthly mid-week Healing Services will 
resume on Wednesday, September 9 at 7 p.m. in 
the Chapel.  Come and worship amid song, prayer 
and proclamation of hope in the Great Physician. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Word  
 

 

 
 

 

Coordinator of Middle, High School & 
College-Aged Ministries at First  
Lutheran Church  

30 hour per week position responsible for 
developing, implementing, and 
coordinating middle school, high school, 
and college-aged faith development 
opportunities through education and 
fellowship. Position requires a flexible 
schedule to include evenings and 
weekends.  

Quali fications:   

 Bachelor's Degree preferred 
 Strong biblical background and an 

understanding of core Lutheran 
teachings required 

 Significant previous work 
experience with youth and families  

 Strong leadership, administrative, 
organizational, and communication 
skills (to include texting, twitter, 
Facebook, e-mail, and others.)  

 

Job description available upon request.  
Qualified candidates submit cover letter 
and resume to Reverend Scott Miller, 1005 
Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703.  
Application deadline August 12, 2009. 

 

Keenagers News (Senior 

Adults) 

On September 1
st
 we will travel to La Crosse for a 3 

hour ride on the La Crosse Queen paddlewheel river 

boat. Boarding begins at 9:45 a.m., so please be on 

time. We will leave The Meadows at 7 a.m. and 

church at 7:30. The 10 a.m. boat trip includes a buffet 

style double entrée lunch which will be served toward 

the end of the cruise. We should be home around 3:30 

p.m. Tour price of $45 includes bus, cruise, and meal. 

Please sign up and pay in office. The money is 

nonrefundable unless the trip is cancelled. If the 

minimum of 40 have signed up by July 31st and room 

is still available we will open this to others in 

August. Invite your friends and family to join us.  

  

On Saturday November 7th we will travel to Lyster, 

WI for the lutefisk dinner. Tentative plans are to eat at 

1 p.m. A signup sheet will be posted early in 

September. Cost has not yet been determined but will 

include dinner and bus. Tickets must to be purchased 

early, so you will have to sign up and pay by October 

12th. The money is nonrefundable unless the trip is 

cancelled. 

 

http://www.first-lutheran.org/
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org
mailto:jnelson@first-lutheran.org
mailto:mmiller@first-lutheran.org


Are You 
Currently 
Certified in 
CPR?  

 If so, our 
parish nurse, 
Geri Long, 
would like to 
hear from you 
(832-8321; 
glong@first-
lutheran.org)! 
As part of the 
AED program, 
we will need a 
group of 
people who are 
currently 
certified in 
CPR and AED 
use and are 
willing to 
respond if an 
emergency 
occurs. (CPR 
certification is 
current for two 
years).  

In addition, if 
you are 
interested in 
being a part of 
this group and 
are not 
currently 
certified, 
please let Geri 
know as well. 
CPR and AED 
training will be 
provided at no 
cost for those 
willing to be a 
part of this 
program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Word  
 

First Word  
 

From the Parish 
Nurse. . .  

First Lutheran Soon to Have AED 
Units  
By the end of the summer, our church 
will be equipped with two automated 
external defibrillators (AEDs). An 
automated external defibrillator 
(AED) is a portable device used to 
administer an electric shock to the 
ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔȭÓ ÎÏÒÍÁÌ 
rhythm during sudden cardiac arrest. 

Sudden cardiac arrest is a leading 
cause of death in the United States, 
killing nearly 300,000 people each 
year. 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÄÅÁÔÈ 
rate from breast cancer, lung cancer, 
and HIV/AIDS combined. During 
sudden cardiac arrest, heart function 
ceases abruptly and without warning. 
When this occurs the heart is no 
longer able to pump blood to the rest 
of the body, and in over 90% of 
victims, death occurs. The most 
common abnormal heart rhythm that 
leads to sudden cardiac arrest is 
ventricular f ibrillation (when the 
electrical impulses in the heart 
become chaotic). If the heart can be 
shocked quickly with an AED, a 
normal heart rhythm may be 
restored.   

Defibrillators are no longer limited to 
use in emergency rooms or 
ambulances and are now commonly 
placed in law enforcement vehicles, 
airports, schools, offices, houses of 
worship, gyms, and homes. These 
machines have voice prompts to 
easily assist a novice at successfully 
using the device. Making these 
devices automated, portable, easy to 
use, and readily accessible helps 
ensure that a victim will receive life-
saving care in a timely manner. 

 

It is essential that defibrillation be 
administered immediately following 
cardiac arrest to help ensure survival. 
If defibrillated within the fi rst minute 
ÏÆ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÃÈÁÎÃÅÓ ÆÏr 
survival are close to 90%. If delayed 
by more than 10 minutes, the chance 
of survival in adults is less than 5%. 

When AED pads are attached to a 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔȭÓ 
rhythm is collected and ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÉÃÅȭÓ 
computer interprets the rhythm. If 
the heart is in ventricular fibrillation, 
the AED recommends a defibrillating 
shock. If a person does not need the 
shock of an AED, the machine will not 
deliver a shock. It is not possible to 
hurt the affected person with an AED; 
they can only be used to save 
ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ 

 

Health Care Events 
 
Blood Pressure 
Clinics 
Sundays, August 9 and September 
20 from 9:30 ï 11 a.m. in the 
Assembly.  Stop in and have your 
blood pressure checked or discuss a 
health concern.  Itôs free! 
Thank you to the registered nurse 
volunteers who make these clinics 
possible! 

 

Family Caregiver 
Support Group 
Mondays, August 17 and September 
21 from 2 ɀ 3:30 p.m. in the Norway 
Room.  This informal discussion group 
is designed to provide information and 
support for those who are caring for an 
older friend or relative.  For more 
information, contact Lisa Wells at the 
Aging and Disability Resource Center 
(839-4735), Geri Long, our parish 
nurse (glong@first-lutheran.org; 832-
8321) or pick up a brochure outside 
'ÅÒÉȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ 

 

 

 
We are looking forward to another fun year at 

First Lutheran Preschool!  We have been giving 
children an opportunity to develop and learn within a 
Christian setting for over 35 years.  This year we will be 
offering a 2 ½ class on Mondays and Wednesdays, 9-
11am and two 3 year old classes on Mondays and 
Wednesdays or Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9-11:30am.   
Bev Leonard is back as our 2½ year old teacher and 
Barb Brandner will be teaching both of the 3 year old 
classes. 

Those families presently enrolled are invited to 
a special Open House to visit the school and meet the 
teachers on Monday, August 31st.  Families may stop by 
anytime between 6:00-7:30pm.  We will be handing 
out the parent handbook, school calendar and other 
important information for the upcoming preschool 
year.  

September will be exciting month at preschool!  
Our first day of class will be on Wednesday, September 
9th or Thursday, September 10th at 9:00am.  We are 
planning on taking a field trip to an apple orchard, 
cooking and getting to know each other during this 
month.  

Each month we will have an overall Christian 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ άDƻŘ aŀŘŜ aŜ 
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭέΦ  
  We still have a few openings.  Call the church 
office at 832-8321 for more information. 
 

Sincerely, 
Barb Brandner 
Preschool Director & Teacher 

 

Mission Outreachτ 
SUPPLIES NEEDED for MIDWIFE KITS either new or clean used 
items in excellent condition 
--Regular size (not big and fluffy) bath towel 
--Washcloths 
--Bath size Ivory Soap bars 
--Receiving blankets 
--Box of plastic or latex gloves (not kitchen gloves) 
--2 gallon Ziploc plastic bags 
Most of the babies in developing countries are delivered by 
midwifes and these kits are invaluable for a safe, clean 
delivery. 

 

 

Mission of the Month  
 

August:  Soap Collection 

September: Blankets and Tote Bags 
 

If you would like to contribute soap to our health 
kits please place in totes in the basement next to 
the elevator.   
 

The blankets and tote bags will be given to the 
children that come to the feeding stations in 
Malawi. As the children hunger, may their bodies 
be fed. May these quilts be a symbol of our 
comforting love, embracing them in the warmth of 
our love. 
 

Directions are located next to the lounge on the 
²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ CƛǊǎǘΩǎ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ²hCΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ 
drop them off at the Resource Center. 

 

ATTENTION Women of 
First: Companion Bibles and Leader 

Guides for the Lutheran Woman Today 
Bible study beginning this fall will be 
ordered in August. Each circle will receive 
a Leader Guide. If you would like to order 
a Companion Bible the cost is $4. If you 
would also like a Leader Guide for 
yourself the cost for it is $7. Please leave 
your name and money in the church office 
by August 17th. Books may be picked up 
the first week in September. Your name 
will be on the books you ordered. Leader 
Guides for the circles will have the circle 
name on it. 

 

mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
mailto:glong@first-lutheran.org
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First Word  
 

First Word  
 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL -- REPORT FROM THE TASK FORCE 
 

As I am sure many of you are aware, the Church Council has appointed a Task Force to assist them. Their 
charge was, among other things, to assess the immediate long-term needs for the ministry team at First 
Lutheran. Members of that committee include: Dale Harrison, Sarah Miller, Brenda Thalacker, Diane Campbell, 
Marian Ennen, Val Logan, and Jan Andresen. At the Church Council meeting the Task Force reported its current 
status. The purpose of this article is to communicate the same to all of you. Below is a diagram setting forth the 
current "Ministry Team" at First Lutheran Church. 

 

Identified by the Task Force and supported by the Council is a recognition that the most immediate need is to 
secure a "Coordinator of Middle, High School and College-Aged Ministries." With regard to the coordinating 
position, the emphasis is on an individual who will build faith relationships as opposed to simply focusing on 
activities. Needed efforts will be taken to publish, interview, and select a candidate for this position. It is also 
emphasized by the Task Force, and supported by the Council, that the concept behind roles of the Ministry 
Team is to encourage all members to be "ministers," active in their faith. It should also be noted that the Task 
Force is focusing on a "Congregational Life Minister" to aid the current pastoral staff as we move into the 
future as a congregation. 

Respectfully submitted by Thomas Kent Guelzow 

 

As we begin our education program this fall 

you will begin to hear more about Milestone Ministry. 

This is not a new ministry at First Lutheran; however 

you will be begin to hear this language used more and 

see more milestones marked. Therefore I would like to 

take this opportunity to help you fully understand what 

Milestone Ministry is. 

Milestone Ministry is a way for us to celebrate 

the promises made in baptism, provide learning 

opportunities for families, and recommit ourselves as a 

congregation to nurture one another as the body of 

Christ as we mark ñmilestonesò in a personôs journey 

of faith. 

Based on faith passage moments encountered 

by children, youth and adults, these particular 

occasions are marked and celebrated with families and 

individuals as they grow in their faith life. The first 

milestone is baptism. Throughout a childôs growing 

years, there are other times that we make a point to 

connect as a congregation and celebrate once again this 

identity as a child of God, a brother and sister in 

Christ. 

Milestones are marked by: 
 Celebration during Worship. Families and the 

congregation celebrate the milestone together. 

 Gifts. Each milestone is celebrated with gifts 

from the congregation. The gift serves as a 

reminder for the individual as their faith journey 

continues. 

 Taking it all HOME. Families begin to use the 

tools and experiences in their daily lives at home.   

Please be sure to visit the Milestone Ministry 

table on display during Rally Day on September 13
th
 

to learn more about this Ministry and the Milestones 

that will be marked during the 2009/2010 year. 

If you would like to help with this ministry at 

First Lutheran, please contact Val Logan @ 832-8321 

or vlogan@first-lutheran.org or Jan Andresen @ 514-

1057. 

Blessings, 

Val Logan 

Interim Director of Student Ministries 

 

THANK YOU to the Youth and Family Task Force 
who spent MANY hours this summer preparing job 
descriptions for the Coordinator of Middle, High 
School and College Age Ministry and the 
Congregational Life Minister positions.  We are 
excited as we move forward to fill the position of 
Coordinator of Middle, High School and College Age 
Ministry.  Any questions regarding either of these 
positions please contact Jan Andresen @ 514-1057. 

 

 
Hearts at Home is a Christ-centered 

organization that encourages, educates and equips 
women in the profession of motherhood.  ALL 
aƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΧΦΦ 

w9![ aha{Σ w9![ [L±9{Σ w9![ {¢hwL9{Χ 
2009 Hearts at Home Conference November 6 & 7 
in Rochester, MN  

Workshops include but are not limited to: 
{ƘŜΩǎ Dƻƴƴŀ .ƭƻǿ: Real Help for Moms Dealing 
with Anger; Getting into the Head of Your 
Rebellious Teenage Daughter; What Not to Wear; 
Open Books, Open Hearts: The Power of God; 
Keeping your Ducks in A Relative Row; Setting A 
Paradigm For Purit;, Information Technology101: 
ipods, Cell Phones, and TV oh my!; Guilt Free 
Motherhood; and Finding the Hero in Your 
Husband.    

Keynote Speaker: Jill Savage is an author 
and speaker who is passionate about encouraging 
families ς and her enthusiasm is contagious.  Jill is 
the Founder and Executive Director of Hearts At 
IƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ άǿƛŦŜέ ǘƻ 
ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ άƳƻƳέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǾŜ 
children.  

For a complete listing of Workshops and 
Speakers visit www.hearts-at-home.org.  Cost of 
the conference is $80 plus lodging.  Please contact 
Val Logan @ vlogan@first-lutheran.org or 832-8321 
by September 20th if you are interested in 
attending this conference. 

 
 

mailto:vlogan@first-lutheran.org
http://www.hearts-at-home.org/
mailto:vlogan@first-lutheran.org
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First Word  
 

Do you play the sax, the trumpet, or the 
flute? Perhaps you play the clarinet, the 
violin or the French horn. If you play 
these or any other instrument then 
Jubilant Sound is the place for you. No 
matter whether you are currently 
playing or your instrument needs the 
dust blown out of it- come join us. We 
welcome players of all skill levels. 

We will be rehearsing in the new music 
room (room 323-324) on Wednesday 
nights from 6:45-7:30. Rehearsals will 
begin on Wednesday September 16th. We 
will be playing for major festival Sundays 
and throughout the church year. So get 
your reeds in shape and oil up your 
valves and come join the fun on 
Wednesday nights. If you have any 
questions or you want more information 
e-mail Sarah Miller at 
miller_sarah@att.net or call at 830-1477.  

 

 It's Not Too Soon!   Make 
plans now for 
Christmas!  
 

 No, we're not kidding! You need to 
make your plans now for these coming 
Christmas holidays and your celebration of 
them! Remember the musical that you read 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȟ Ȱ#ÈÉÍÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
.ÉÇÈÔȱȩ Well, it will be performed only one 
time...on Christmas Eve at 4:00 P.M. We need 
lots of people to take a part in this musical and 
it should be a lot of fun for all of us....but you 
will need to make your family plans around 
being in the musical.  Maybe make the visit to 
Grandma /  Grandpa's house later in the evening 
or the next day. Better yet, invite Grandma and 
Grandpa to come to First Lutheran Church and 
see the musical with you and the rest of your 
family IN it! 

 

 Auditions will be held for ONLY the 
speaking parts and anyone else who wants to 
be in the musical may do so. The speaking 
parts, except for the King (who will be an 
ÁÄÕÌÔɊ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÉÎ Ȱ3ÏÌÉÄ 
2ÏÃËȱ, but we need lots of singers and we even 
need a Court of Lords and Ladies to accompany 
the King. These people can be of ANY age. In 
fact, why don't you see if your Grandma or 
Grandpa would like to be in the musical, too?!?! 
 You may pick up a copy of the music 
and a listening CD on August 1, 2009, on the 
table outside the Chapel door. Please sign the 
sheet next to the music copy and give us your 
name and phone number so we can keep up 
with t he copies of the score and CD. Auditions 
will be held on Wednesday, September 16, at 
τȡρυ ÐȢÍȢ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× Ȱ-ÕÓÉÃ 2ÏÏÍȱ ÕÐÓÔÁÉÒÓ 
above the Chapel. We will be using the solo in 
the music as the audition piece for the main 
female character. There is only one solo part 
but there are other speaking parts. Study the 
script so you can do a good audition! 
Rehearsals will begin the next week, 
September 23, from 4:15 ɀ 5:00 P.M. in the 
Ȱ-ÕÓÉÃ 2ÏÏÍȱȢ 
 Teens and adults who would like to join 
us in this musical will begin rehearsals on 
December 2nd. The time will be announced at a 
later date. If you have any Renaissance 
costume tucked away in a closet, plan to get it 
out and freshen it up for wearing on Christmas 
Eve this year! Any questions about rehearsals, 
the musical, ANY questions, give Bev Smith a 
call (834-9602) or email her at 
cecile1946@charter.net. 
 

Youth Choirs  
have a new look!  

This year we are changing the age 
groupings and rehearsal schedules of our youth 
choirs.  Please take a look at the following 
information and see how your child could fit into 
ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ 

Joyful Noise will expand to cover 
students in grades 1-5.  We will continue to find 
creative ways to help lead and enhance worship 
using our voices, bodies, props and instruments.   

This year, we will be adding a new group 
for students in grades 6 -12, to be named with 
ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȢ  )ȭÍ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 
singers, guitar players, drummers, etc. to form a 
ÙÏÕÔÈ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÂÁÎÄȢ  )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÐÕÔ from 
the students to help decide what kind of music to 
perform and how best to fit into the worship 
services.  This is an exciting time ɀ come be a 
part of it! 

Working with the new plan for education 
and music activities on Wednesday evenings, we 
will be rotating the groups within the same time 
frame.  Joyful Noise will hold practices on 
Wednesday, September 16, 23, and 30 and will 
perform for the first time on Sunday, September 
28 at the 10:00 service.  Our new middle/high 
school group will then rehearse on Wednesday, 
October 7, 14 and 21 and will perform for the 
first time on Sunday, October 26 at the 10:00 
Confirmation Service.   

Since this is all brand new, I will be 
asking for feedback and suggestions, and making 
adjustments as needed throughout the year.  
Please feel free to ask questions and/or discuss 
the process with me.  I appreciate your help and 
support with this new endeavor! 

*ÏÄÉ -ÉÌÌÅÒȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÏÉÒÓ 
 

Chancel Choir 
  There is no denying there are changes 
in our lives: changes in our city, our schools, our 
church, our climate and even our grocery stores! 
Many changes we question the need for, some 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ Á Ȱ×ÁÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅȱ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÁÂÏÕÔȟ 
other changes we embrace with open arms. Any 
way you cut it, change is part of our lives. 
 We have a few changes in the area of 
music here at First Lutheran Church. One of the 
ÂÉÇÇÅÓÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ȰÎÅ×ȱ -ÕÓÉÃ 
2ÏÏÍȢ 7ÅȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÅ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
Department for offering us the previously-used 
drama room, and the Properties Committee for 
recreating this space into a beautiful, functional 
area for choral and instrumental rehearsals and 
storage of robes, music and stands.  We are 
delighted to have a place where we can 
regularly meet without fear of disruption or 
relocation. 

Next to the Music Room will be the Arts 
Room. This room will be used as a sectional 
rehearsal room for choral groups and a place to 
assemble instruments, store cases and warm-up 
before Jubilant Sound rehearsals. This room will 
also be the storage area for the puppet 
collection that First Lutheran will be utilizing 
this year. 
Additionally, Chancel Choir will no longer be 
sitting in the two choir areas in the Chancel on a 
regular basis. The Choir will still sing their 
offering anthems on the Chancel steps, but will 
then return to the new location . . . the side area 
next to the organ. If this is the area where you 
normally sit, there is no need to relocate! Stay 
there . . . it will be where choir members PLUS 
their families (yep . . . kids, too!) and friends can 
sit together and still lead worship. From amid 
the congregation the Chancel Choir can more 
effectively function as leaders by introducing 
new hymns and new portions of the liturgy. 
9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ 
that be a turn-ÏÆÆ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ  ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ×ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕȟ  
your family and friends plan to BE A PART of 
this exciting future we see before us?! 


